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The subject of this short paper involves the question 
of meat inspection, the importance of which in relation 
to public health cannot be over-estimated. By meat 
inspection is meant the examination of animals 
in order to determine the fitness of their flesh for 
human food. Such examination is mainly post- 
mortem, but meat inspection properly conducted 
also involves ante-mortem inspection where possible. 
Meat inspection is mainly concerned with the whole- 
someness or unwholesomeness of the flesh of animals, 
but a subsidiary purpose of it is to prevent what has 
been called the falsification of flesh, such as the 
substitution of horse-flesh for beef, ete. Inspection 
is also necessary in order to ensure (a) the maintenance 
of sound meat in a wholesome condition and the 
avoidance of its infection from unsound meat ; 
(6) the detection of unsound meat ; (c) the provision 
of humane and hygienic accommodation for living 
animals about to be slaughtered. 

The conditions which render the flesh unwholesome 
or unfit for food of man may be ranged under the 
following heads : 

(1) Diseased conditions caused by bacteria which 
are pathogenic to the human subject, such as anthrax, 
tuberculosis and actinomycosis, ete. 

(2) Diseased conditions caused by animal parasites 
resident in the edible parts and that are pathogenic 
to man, such as Trichinella spiralis and Cysticercus 
cellulose, ete. 

(3) The presence of poisonous substances in the flesh. 
Such poisons may come under the heading of (a) 
bacterial po'sons, or toxins, generated in the living 
body by pathogenic bacteria, or produced post-mortem 
by putrefactive bacteria ; (b) mineral or vegetable 
poisons introduced into the living animal or, in some 
cases, added to the flesh as a preservative after death. 

(4) Structural alterations that render the flesh or 
organs unsightly or repulsive in appearance. These 
include extensive neoplasms, tumours, mechanical 
injuries such as fractures and extensive bruising, and 
lesions caused by parasites that are not pathogenic 
to man, or that would not infect him if taken in by the 
mouth. On the latter count one would be justified in 


condemning the liver of any animal with numerous 


flukes in it. 

(5) Conditions that render the flesh innutritious, 
such as emaciated flesh. The flesh of new-born animals 
is somewhat questionably condemned on this ground 


also. It would seem to me that a better ground in 
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such a case for condemnation would be the repulsive 
idea and also the fact that such flesh could hardly be 
regarded as of the nature and substance demanded by 
the consumer. 

There are two ways in which it may be attempted 
to avert the dangers of unrestricted traffic in meat. 
First, by instituting what might be described as a 
fragmentary or incomplete inspection of meat offered 
for sale, coupled with the infliction of penalties when 
the sale, or offer for sale, of unwholesome meat or 
meat otherwise unfit for human food is detected. This 
method places the duty of determining the fitness of 
flesh for human food on the butcher, since he has to 
decide in the first instance whether or not the particular 
flesh is saleable. Secondly, by instituting a system of 
general compulsory meat inspection and by making 
it illegal to sell or offer for sale meat that has not been 
examined and certified wholesome. This method 
places the duty of determining the fitness or unfitness 
of flesh for food on the public authorities. | Needless 
to say, this is the proper and more reasonable way, 
but it would entail the establishment and compulsory 
use of public abattoirs. 


The former of these methods is in operation in this 
country, though an attempt has been made to ensure 
an improved system of inspection by the Public 
Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, which provide 
for three hours’ notice being given to the Public Health 
Officer of the local authority of the intention to 
slaughter animals for food, unless regular days and 
times have been previously fixed ; or, in the case of 
emergency slaughter, where notice of the slaughter 
must be given to the local authority as soon as reason- 
ably possible, whether before or after the slaughter 
takes place. These regulations also provide that 
where, on the slaughter of an animal for sale for 
human consumption, it appears that any part of the 
carcase or internal organs is, 6f may be, diseased or 
unsound, the person by whom, or on whose behalf, the 
animal was slaughtered, shall give notice of the fact 
to the local authority. As I have already intimated, 
however, these regulations place the responsibility 


of deciding whether the carcase appears sound or not 


on the butcher, and it would certainly appear a much 
more satisfactory arrangement if all carcases were 
inspected irrespective of whether the butcher regarded 
them as being all correct or not. 


The objections raised to the institution of public 
abattoirs and their compulsory use by butchers are 
largely those of convenience and vested interests, 
but it has often occurred to me that most butcl ers 
would willingly sacrifice these rights if they were 
assured of immunity from prosecution for the exposure, 
or sale, of unsound meat. since all meat wou'd be 
previously inspected and certified by the authorities, 
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and the responsibility thus removed from the butchers’ 
shoulders. 

Let us now consider some of the diseases of meat in 
relation to the public health. 

(1) Tuberculosis... This is probably the most impor- 
tant disease met with in the food animals, not only 
on account of its serious nature but also on account 
of its extraordinary frequency, both in cattle and 
swine. It is beside the point here to consider whether 
the so-called human tubercle bacillus and the bovine 
tubercle bacillus are different organisms or only 
different strains of the same organism: it is of far 
greater importance to realise that the so-called bovine 
tubercle bacillus may, and does frequently, cause 
serious disease in the Ifuman subject. That being 
admitted, it is very important that every possible step 
should be taken to prevent what is obviously a pre- 
ventable disease. In this country, however, it is 
very rare for flesh to be consumed in an uncooked 
condition (although it is often eaten somewhat under- 
cooked) and consequently the danger of infection by 
eating tuberculous flesh is not very great. All the 
same, it is not at all desirable that the public should 
be compelled to consume quantities of even dead 
tubercle bacilli. Meat containing lesions of tuber- 
culosis is obviously unsound and frequently repulsive. 
It must also contain various toxins of the bacillus, 
and on those grounds must be regarded as undesirable, 
if not directly dangerous. I am, myself, unaware of a 
single authentic case of tuberculosis in the human 
subject arising from consumption of infected meat. 
A danger, however, which must not be overlooked, 
is the possibility of infection by the contamination 
of other food or utensils with infective material 
from meat before it has been cooked. The lesions of 
tuberculosis are in the main confined to the seat of 
the invasion, or the primary lesion, and the lymphatic 
glands associated with the part. It is, therefore, 
most commonly a local disease, and condemnation 
of the parts containing the primary lesion and the 
corresponding glands is usually sufficient to ensure 
the safety of the public, provided the carcase is well 
nourished and otherwise sound. When the blood 
stream, however, has become infected, either by way of 
the lymphatics or by the lesion involving a blood 
vessel, generalisation takes place, and, in the majdrity 
of cases this is indicated by a miliary tuberculosis of 
both lungs. In some instances the arterial |lood 
stream beeomes involved, and gener: lisation is then 
shown by lesions in deeper-seated lymphatic glands, 
in or between the muscles, and in other tissues such 
as bone. It is obvious that in such cases total seizure 
must be enforced. A problem, however, presents 
itself in those cases in which, although the lesions 
from their distribution must be regarded as local 
tuberculosis, they are yet multiple and extensive. 
Careful discretion must be exercised in such instances 
as to whether or not the condition must be regarded 
in the same light as though it were generalised in the 
strict sense, or whether some extensive local seizure 
will safeguard the public. I am constrained to put 
this pont forward because, although the public health 
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is the main issue, it must never be forgotten that a 
butcher’s right to his own property is also very 
important and one has no justification in confiscating 
his property unless one is fairly sure that it is a poten- 
tial source of danger, or is otherwise unfit for human 
food. The matter might be looked at in a different 
light if there was any system of compensation for the 
seizure of the flesh of animals killed in good faith. 
In such cases the seizure is for the public health and it 
would be only reasonable to suggest that the public 
should pay for it. It must be admitted that any 
general system of compensation might readily be 
abused by fraudulent butchers and others, but this 
could be well checked where public abattoirs were in 
use, and where all animals were inspected preceding 
slaughter by the veterinary inspector. 

Some differences of opinion have arisen with regard 
to the importance of tuberculosis in swine, largely owing 
to the recommendation of the Royal Commission on 
Tuberculosis of 1898, in which it was recommended 
that in the case of any degree of tuberculosis of swine 
total seizure should be practised. This recommenda- 
tion was probably made in view of the great tendency 
to generalisation in the pig. Of course, one knows 
that it is impossible to tell at wha time generalisation 
may have occurted, and the carcase may have become 
recently invaded and slaughtered before there was 
time for the development of lesions. Practical 
experience, however, has shown that in very many 
cases there is a purely localised tuberculosis in swine, 
and most experienced inspectors realise the injustice 
of total seizure ; they therefore deal with such cases 
on their merits as loce'ised cases, in the same way as 
with regard to carcases of beef. This method is my 
interpretation of what has been recommended by the 
Ministry of Health in Memo 62, “ Foods.” Any 
degree of tuberculosis in swine, however, should 
necessitate a very thorough general examination, 
including in every case the splitting of the carcase 
through the spinal column, since so many instances 
arise in which the vertebre are involved in well- 
nourished carcases which would otherwise have been 
passed for food. 

In estimating the importance of localised tuber- 
culosis in either species, particular attention should 
be paid to any sequence of lymphatic glands affected, 
since some groups may be regarded as a second line 
of defence, and, if they are involved, it implies that 
the primary infection and the corresponding glands 
have been overcome. In such a case the disease is 
obviously more advanced and more serious. From 
this point of view the greatest importance must be 
attached to the pre-pectoral lymphatic glands in 
regard to the forequarters and the iliac and the 
deep inguinal glands with respect to the hindquarters. 

(2) Actinomycosis.—This disease is met with in 
cattle and swine and to a less extent in the human 
subject. It is doubtful, however, whether there is 
any authentic case ofa human being becoming infected 
by the consumption of the flesh of animals affected 
by actinomycosis. There is, however, a danger of 
infection by inoculation through handling of the flesh 
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before cooking. Generally speaking, in both cattle 
and swine there are no systemic effects unless the 
lesion has interfered with mastication or deglutition. 
It is almost always a purely local disease and in a 
well-nourished carcase perfect safety is ensured by 
practising local seizure of the affected parts, such as 
the head and the glands of the throat, or the mammary 
gland and its lymphatic glands. In only very rare 
cases does generalisation take place, lesions then 
occurring in the internal organs, such as the liver 
and lungs. 

(3) Anthrax._—There are two ways in which anthrax 
carcases find their way into the slaughterhouse. 
The first and most frequent way is through the 
slaughter of an animal at the point of death, the 
nature of the disease being unknown, though possibly 
sometimes suspected; and second, the slaughter of 
an animal supposed to be healthy during the incubating 
stage of the disease. The flesh of anthrax carcases 
which have been allowed to die with the blood in them, 
or have been slaughtered too late to permit of efficient 
bleeding, is unusually dark, and could not fail to 
attract attention. It is stated, however, that when 
animals suffering from anthrax are killed sufficiently 
early to enable them to be well bled the muscular 
tissue is of abnormal pallor. Such carcases might 
easily escape detection. There are numerous cases 
of anthrax carcases having been retailed and con- 
sumed without reported ill-effects, some of which 
have only come to light through the development of a 
lesion by the butcher, or other person, handling the 
meat as the result of inoculation. There can be no 
doubt that all anthrax carcases should be condemned, 
though the danger of causing anthrax is enormously 
reduced, if not entirely removed, by cooking. This, 
however, does not remove the danger due to handling 
infected material. 

(4) Foot-and-Mouth Disease The disease is com- 
municable to the human subject, but again | am 
unaware of any authentic instance of its being 
communicated through eating flesh. The probable 
danger is of inoculation through handling parts 
containing the lesions. In this country it is more 
likely that the danger of its spread in animals would 
be considered a stronger justification for condemning 
the carcase, but on the continent it is the main practice 
to confiscate the parts with lesions and to pass the 
other portions if properly bled and well set. 

(5) Rabies. The flesh of animals slaughtered while 
rabid must be condemned, because of the danger of 
handling. There is no known instance of the disease 
being contracted by eating the flesh. There can be 
no objection whatever to passing the carcase of 
animals that have exhibited no rabid symptoms but 
have been slaughtered because they have been bitten 
by a rabid dog. All that would be necessary would 
be to remove the parts that had been damaged by the 
bite. 

(6) Bacterial diseases caused by organisms not 
pathogenic to man, such as swine fever, swine erysipelas, 
pleuro-pneumonia, blackleg, etc. The course to pursue 
in the case of these infections must depend entirely 
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on the condition of the animal at the time of slaughter 
and on the condition of the carcase as revealed after- 
wards. In each case if the animal was in an acute 
phase of the disease the carcase would undoubtedly 
show the condition generally recognised as fevered 
flesh, and in this case would undoubtedly justify 
condemnation. If, however, the animal had been 
slaughtered in a quite early stage of the disease and 
there is no evidence of injurious effects on the body 
in general, the carcase may be passed. It must, 
however, be well nourished, the carcase thoroughly 
bled and the flesh firm and otherwise normal in 
appearance. The diseased parts must never be passed, 
and, in the case of blackleg, it is doubtful whether any 
part of the carease would be marketable. I have 
personal knowledge, however, of numerous instances 
in which the affected quarter of a calf suffering from 
blackleg has been destroyed and the remainder eaten 
with impunity. 

(7) Carcases of animals that have been poisoned.— 
It is a not uncommon belief that the flesh of animals 
that have succumbed to any powerful poison, vegetable 
or mineral, is dangerous as the food of man, but 
experiments have negatived this view. It has been 
shown that in the case of animals poisoned even with 
the most powerful alkaloids administered by the 
mouth, such as strychnine, a pound of the muscular 
tissue would not contain a sufficient quantity of the 
poison that would be harmful to man by ingestion. 
The risk is even less in the case of strong mineral 
poisons. There is, therefore, no occasion to condemn 
the carcase of poisoned animals provided they have 
been killed before such constitutional effects as 
degeneration of the heart-muscle or liver have set in, 
and in time to allow them to be perfectly bled and to 
allow the carcase to set firmly. This applies also to 
the case of animals that have received quantities of 
medicinal substances, provided always that these 
have not tainted the flesh and that the condition for 
which the medicines were given does not of itself 
justify the condemnation. 

(8) Fevered Flesh.—The meat which inspectors 
designate as “febrile” is that which has undergone 
certain changes characterised by alteration of the 
colour of the muscles, infiltration of inter-fascicular 
connective tissue with cedema and the production of a 
peculiar odour. It is not necessary that the animal 
in question should have been affected with a high 
temperature, for similar changes may be brought 
Fevered-flesh may 
be recognised by the following characters. When first 
cut the muscle is of a reddish brown colour, rather 
darker than normal, but turns pink, or brighter, on 
exposure to air. The oedema makes the meat soft, 
flabby and sticky to the touch, and when cut there 
may be a slow exudation of clear pink serum making 
the surface moist; the capillaries are engorged, 
indicating imperfect bleeding, as is best seen under 
the shoulder and in the flank. The fat is sometimes 
firm, at other times soft ; sometimes pink, at other 
times white. The serous membranes have frequently 
a leaden tinge. The odour is peculiar and charac- 
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teristic but passes away on exposure. It is best 
observed when the shoulder is separated from the 
forequarter. The vertebrae have an unnatural brown 
colour when sawn through, but become brighter on 
exposure. The flabbiness of the carcase is shown 
by the muscles bulging over the symphysis pubis 
when hung up by the hock. The forequarter is also 
easily moved on the trunk owing to the soft state of 
the muscles. Microscopically, there is cloudy swelling 
of the muscle-fibres, which are swollen. The striz 
have disappeared and nuclei stain badly. There may 
be infiltration with leucocytes. Organisms of some 
kind are always to be found and they may include 
bacilli of the colon type, paratyphoid and Gaertner 
bacilli, streptococci, and staphylococci. Specific 
organisms may also be found in the pulp of lymph 
glands, such as Bacillus anthracis, ete. No matter 
what is the origin, febrile meat contains toxic proper- 
ties, such as alexins and other complex proteid inater- 
ials. It is, therefore, unfit for consumption, even 
after sterilisation. Organisms may be killed, but the 
toxins may remain. In my view it is usually meat 
of this kind that is responsible for most of the cases 
of meat poisoning in man. 

Another potent source of meat poisoning is the 
flesh of animals killed in emergency and where the 
blood stream has been invaded by various organisms 
from the alimentary tract immediately before 
slaughter. The danger in such a case is all the greater 
because every part of the carcase is involved, and there 
may be no gross change to attract attention. Carcases 
of this character may easily pass in any system of 
fragmentary inspection such as is here practised, 
but that would be quite impossible if compulsory 
abattvirs were established, entailing, as I maintain 
should be the case, ante-mortem inspection. 


Decomposition or taint due to sound meat having 
been kept rather long and to the invasion of putre- 
factive organisms from outside sources is of very 
small importance in comparison with the former, 
although it may be more easily observed by the sense 
of smell. An interesting point, especially in a legal 
sense, may be involved as to the wholesomeness or 
unwholesomeness of such flesh apart from any 
esthetic judgment. Many so-called epicures prefer 
their meat “ high” and consider it hardly fit to eat 
unless it is “high” (or in the opinion of others 
‘ over-ripe ’’), and they certainly are not adversely 
affected by eating it. The same flesh might readily 
cause nausea and alimentary disturbance in other 
people. But the same thing may be said of perfectly 
fresh and sound pork, and no butcher could reasonably 
be prosecuted for selling such pork because it made 
some people ill. 

I am afraid I have only been able to touch the fringe 
of this great subject, and I must plead for indulgence 
owing to the recent general unrest, caused by the 
Strike, and my inability to devote the time to the 
matter that I had hoped to do. However, [ trust 
there may be sufficient material, and that I may have 
made sufficient unorthodox statements to stimulate 
an interesting and instructive discussion. 
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DIscussION. 

Lieut .-Colonel T. DuNLor Youne: Professor Wooldridge 
advocates ante-mortem inspection. I have long urged 
this necessary part of meat inspection, for no system 
is complete without it, and in all the countries | have 
visited viewing meat inspection, the ante-mortem examina- 
tion is considered of great importance not only in the 
detection of “ suspected” animals but in the control of 
contagious disease. Practically all imported meat in 
Smithfield bears a stamp or label showing that ante- 
mortem and post-mortem examinations have been made 
by a veterinary officer. 

In speaking of actinomycosis, the lecturer mentioned 
the danger of handling this disease. I am not aware of 
any reported cases of inoculation caused by handling 
actinomycotic lesions. 

The statement that the butcher is held responsible 
as to whether a carcase is or is not diseased has to a great 
extent been modified by the Meat Regulations, as the duty 
of the butcher now is to report any abnormal conditions 
he observes, and he has the important protection that if 
he asks that the carcase, after examination has been 
conducted, be stamped by the inspector and it is stamped, 
neither he, nor any other butcher to whom he sells the 
stamped meat, can be prosecuted if any inherent disease is 
subsequently found in the carcase. I am surprised that 
butchers do not make more use of this protection. 

Professor Wooldridge used the word “ generalization’ 
when speaking of the blood-stream becoming invaded by 
the tubercle bacilli. I do not think he can have meant 
that, as it is evident from isolated lesions found in bone, etc., 
that although the bacilli gain entrance to the blood 
circulation the few bacilli which enter generally become 
located in one, or perhaps two areas, and generalization 
rarely takes place. In fact, in meat inspection, although 
many carcases and their organs are extensively infected, 
very few are in a condition which could be strictly 
termed ‘generalized’? tuberculosis; this opinion, 
I believe I am right in saying, is held by no less 
an authority than Sir John MacFadyean. With regard 
to the disease in pigs I think I can say without 
egotism that the method of dealing with pig carcases 
described by the lecturer as recommended by the Depart- 
mental Committee on Meat Inspection was first brought 
into daily use at Smithtield and has been the means, without 
injury to the health of the public, of saving thousands of 
pounds yearly. I should like to call attention to an 
important feature which has come under our notice lately 
—that is, in slaughterhouse inspection—namely, that if 
lesions of tuberculosis are found in the lungs and their 
glands only, or in combination with the mesenteric glands, 
no other lesions being apparent in the carcase, that carcase 
is passed for sale. In several of such cases where slight 
evidence of the disease still remained in situ in the posterior 
mediastinal lymph-glands, the vertebree have been split 
and lesions found therein. In one case thirteen centres 
were found in the vertebrae. It would appear therefore, 
that whenever lesions of tuberculosis are found in a pig 
carcase or its organs, the vertebr should be split before 
passing the carcase for sale. The lecturer said anthrax 
carcases had heen eaten and did not injure those who 
consumed the meat. That is so—there are several cases 
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on record; the gastric secretions evidently destroy the 
bacilli if no spores are present ; but there is great danger of 


handling such carcases. Here, again, ante-morlem 
examination is useful. In more than one case we have 


found that the affected animal arrived at the lairs 
exhausted, breathing rapidly, lay down immediately it 
arrived and showed a frothy red-coloured discharge from 
Professor Wooldridge, in his remarks 


was not necessary, 


the nose and mouth. 
on foot-and-mouth disease, said it 
except to prevent spread of the disease, to condemn the 
could be used for human 


” 


carcases, and that ‘‘ contacts 
food. That appears to be true, but we must not forget 
that the blood of animals in the incubative stage, that is, 
before vesicles are formed, is very infective, and may be 
the means of spreading the disease. He also mentioned 
the custom of destroying the affected quarter in blackleg 
disease and consuming the other three quarters. Not 
uncommonly, parts of such carcases are sent to Smithfield ; 
in fact, when we get only three quarters of a calf carcase 
sent, we are at once suspicious and the bacilli are easily 
found in the tissues. The type of carcases which cause 
most trouble to inspectors in markets, and some of which 
are most dangerous from a meat poisoning point of view, 


> including polyarthritis septica, 


are “emergency cases,’ 
septic metritis, septic mammitis, swine erysipelas, malig- 
nant cedema, etc. ; mention may also be made of a disease 
which is causing us some concern, namely, caseous ly mpha- 
denitis. Such carcases, minus the organs, require examina- 
tion by officers who have had an extensive pathological 
and bacteriological training with a constant use of the 
microscope. The Meat Regulations constitute an attempt 
to set up some system of meat inspection in England, 
where so far, with the exception of large towns, there has 
been, strictly speaking, no meat inspection. Those regula- 
tions are useful as a beginning, but are insufficient, and in 
the majority of places the wark is entrusted to men who have 
only had a few weeks’ training. I cast no reflection upon 
them; doubtless they do their very best, but it must 
be obvious that they cannot be good at all branches of 
their sanitary work. I do not include lay inspectors 
specially trained, who do no other work than meat inspec- 
tion. Nevertheless, the Royal Sanitary Institute, and 
gentlemen like Dr. Porter, who takes a great interest in 
the subject, are to be congratulated on what has done been 
to give those men some idea of what should or should not 
be passed as fit for human food. It may seem incredible, 
but the inspection of meat accepted for the Army and 
Navy is conducted by officers who have no scientific train- 
ing and only a few weeks’ practical and theoretical training. 


Again, | am not in any way suggesting that those officers: 


do not act up to the best of their abilities ; it isthe system to 
which I refer, not the officers. This isthe work that should 
surely be done in the Navy by medical officers, and in the 
Army the meat inspection could be done by officers of the 
R.A.V.C., while could be inspected by 
officers of the R.A.M.C. at no extra expense to the country. 


“other foods ”’ 


It will be difficult, if not impossible, to do away with all 
90 per cent. of the butchers 
Here and there 


private slaughterhouses ; 
using them kill very good-class animals. 
places exist where the tenant will kill anything he can buy ; 
there are rogues in all trades and professions: those can 


be singled out and dealt with. In all large towns public 
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abattoirs should be erected and private slaughterhouses 
in Scotland. In county districts a Chief 
Officer should be appointed just as a Chief 


closed, as 


Veterinary 
Medical Officer is appointed ; 
inspection, the examination of animals under the Tuber- 
culosis Order and Contagious Diseases Orders. In districts, 
local veterinary surgeons could, as in Holland, supervise 
meat inspection as part-time officers ; the lay inspector 
could pass all healthy carcases or those in which the 
organs only are slightly affected with unimportant lesions ; 
but where the carcases are affected, they should be detained 
until seen by the local veterinary surgeon. All cases of 
dispute, or instances where bacteriological examination 
is necessary, should be referred to the Chief Veterinary 
Officer, who could, if necessary, confer with the Chief 
Medical Officer. 

Until some such organisation is adopted, we shall 
continue to suffer from a system of imperfection. It is 
for the medical profession, in the interests of public health, 
to urge that this should be done, and in so doing they will 
have the united support of the veterinary profession in 
an endeavour to obtain the elimination from our text-books 
‘‘in England there is no regulated 


he could supervise meat 


on pathology the words 
syst«m of meat inspection.” 

Much has been said about criminal 
responsibility of sellers of meat: so far the civil liability 
of the seller to the buyer has not been mentioned. If 
one goes into a restaurant and orders a meal there 
i conduct between the 
If, in consequence of the 
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is a contract inferred from 
visitor and the restaurateur. 
joint being bad, he is ill, he has an action at law against 
the restaurateur, and may obtain heavy damages 
from him. The restaurateur may have a remedy over 


the butcher who sold him the meat, and the 


against 

butcher may have a remedy over against the wholesale 
dealer at the market, and he, in turn, against the 
slaughterer, or the grazier, or the farmer. Now the 


slaughterhouse owner may be induced to sell his rights 
in his premises to the municipality all the more readily 
because he is almost certain to be asked to run his own or 
new and better premises on behalf of the municipality. 
Should statutory powers be obtained for the reconstruction 
or redistribution of existing slaughterhouses a complete 
scheme for examination and marking of meat might be 
adopted. A clause in the Act might well give statutory 
protection to the seller of meat marked as examined and 
found good by the municipality, and it might be enacted 
that such a warranty—for such it would be—should bar 
any subsequent action, unless gross negligence was proved 
as against some servant or agent of the muntcipality. 

The private lunatic asylum, the private elementary 
school, even the great voluntary hospitals are being hard 
pressed by the still greater municipal asylums, by the 
council schools, and by the Poor Law “ Hospitals.” Is 
not this an indication that before long municipal abattoirs 
will displace the existing slaughterhouses ? 

The economic aspect may prove important. It 
hardly be advantageous to drive cattle through Stratford, 
Bow, Mile End and Whitechapel, to the old slaughterhouses 
in Butchers’ Row, Aldgate. In the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century the London Hospital bought four farms 
which ran back from the present site in Whitechapel Road 
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to the river. Inthose days the Aldgate slaughterhouses 
were no doubt commodious and convenient. Now they are 
not, and the local Medical Officer of Health, the traffic 
authorities and the travelling public will be very glad 
to hear that Butchers’ Row is to migrate to Islington. 

There is yet another economic advantage in the concen- 
tration of the meat trade and the re-organisation of 
slaughtering. The production of commercial albumen 
from blood, the extraction of the internal secretions of the 
ductless glands, the disposal of hides and offal, could all 
be carried on with far greater economy if scattered 
slaughterhouses disappeared and the trade were con- 
centrated in a few well-selected areas. 

We have seen in the lifetime of a generation one great 
industry after another organised, centralised, and at last 
municipalised, until in such towns as Glasgow and Bir- 
mingham nearly everything is in the hands of the 
Corporation. May not the advocates of municipal 
abattoirs hope for something similar in the not far distant 
future ? 


The Fourth Annual “ Veterinary Journal ’’ Continental 
Tour. 


In connection with the above, we quote the follow- 
ing account, which is translated from Berlingske 
Tidende, Copenhagen, October 3rd, 1926 : 

“ Yesterday the visit of the English veterinary 
surgeons came to an end; it lasted a week, and was 
a sequel to the visit of the Scotch veterinary surgeons 
which took place in 1925. The Englishmen arrived 
here on the 26th of September, under the leadership 
of Professor Hobday, who is so well-known to all 
Danish veterinary surgeons. ‘Their visit was more 
or less of an educational nature, and whilst they 
were here they took full advantage of the opportunity 
to visit the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural College, 
tugether with many other institutions, as well as 
the town’s great milk supply department and a 
number of dairy farms in the country, all of which 
they inspected with great interest. They also went 
to Omegnen, where there is a large pig-rearing farm. 

“They left Copenhagen yesterday—some going 
on to Stockholm to visit the Veterinary College there, 
the rest returning to England via Esbjerg. Befote 
leaving us, the veterinary surgeons went to the West 
Cemetery, where they placed a wreath on the grave 
of Dr. Schmidt, thus paying honour to the world- 
renowned Danish veterinary surgeon, and at the 
same time giving official expression to their friendly 
feelings towards their Danish colleagues, whose guests 
they had been. 

“A most interesting programme for each day had 
been specially arranged by Professors Ellinger (The 
Director), Folmer Nielsen, Bang, Morkenberg, and 
others of their colleagues, whose courtesy and hos- 
pitality were beyond description. 

“The party consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Jackson 
Young (Edinburgh), Mr. and Mrs. John Bell (London), 
Messrs. W. Woods (Wigan), T. H. Hobson (Leicester), 
F. W. Willett (Staines), D. Gladstone Davies (Swan- 








sea), W. W. Lang (Brigg), R. G. Anderson (Cupar, 
Fife), and Professor Hobday, who was in charge of 
the arrangements.” 











At Dr. Schmidt’s grave. 


(We are indebted to Professor Folmer Nielsen for 
the photographs reproduced herewith.) 








Horse SERUM AS DRESSING FOR WOUNDS. 


The use of horse serum in wounds of the face, hands or 
fingers is highly spoken of by the author. As it dries, it 
forms a protecting varnish. Gauze or cotton soaked in 
the serum is applied to the wound. When nearly dry, 
which will be in five minutes (or less if a current of hot air 
is applied) the wound may be dusted with boric acid. 
The serum film does not retract like collodion, and it 
clings closer, while it can be easily rinsed off.—-G. A. Weill 
(Presse Med.. Paris. June 9, 1926, 733 through Journ. 


Amer. Med. Aasoc., July 31, 1926, 365.) 
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Retirement of Mr. Finlay Kerr. 





On Saturday, October 16th, the last day of his 
career in the public service, Mr. Finlay Kerr, 
M.R.C.V.S., Superintending Veterinary Inspector 
of the Department of Lands and Agriculture, Irish 
Free State, was made the recipient of a testimonial 
from his colleagues in the Department. Mr. 
W. Flannery, Chief Veterinary Inspector, presided 
on the occasion, and spoke very warmly of the 
esteem in which Mr. Kerr was held by all who had 
come in contact with him in the course of his 
official duties. A number of letters from officers 
unavoidably absent from the meeting testified to 
the same effect, and showed that the veterinary 
division was not alone in paying tribute to Mr. 
Kerr’s popularity. | Not only all grades of the 
veterinary staff—indoor and outdoor—but a number 
of officers from other branches of the department 
had seized the opportunity to evince their regard 
for him. More gratifying still, the whole pro- 
fessional staff of the Government Veterinary Ser- 
vice of Northern Ireland had claimed to participate. 
These officers had served with Mr. Kerr before the 
Irish Free State came into being, and this spon- 
taneous expression of goodwill on their part was not 
only a very welcome token of their esteem for a 
former colleague, but a striking testimony to the 
cordial relations that continue to exist between two 
Irish Services, which are essentially one. 

Mr. Kerr was the doyen of both Services. Since 
joining the Veterinary Department of the Irish 
Privy Council in 1887, he played a prominent part 
on the various veterinary activities of the Govern- 
ment, including especially the completely successful 
campaign against contagious pleuro-pneumonia in 
1990-92, and the invasions of foot and mouth 
disease in 1912, 1914, and 1921. 

For many years he had special responsibility in 
regard to the live stock shipping trade, and was 
regarded as an authority on all matters relating to 
animal transit by sea. His vast experience was 
always available for the help and guidance of his 
colleagues, and several speakers at the meeting 
referred to his retirement as a sad loss to many who 
were accustomed to look to him for advice and 
assistance. 
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The presentation took the form of a handsome 
pair of silver rose bowls, made in Dublin, and suit- 
ably engraved. 

Mr. Finlay Kerr acted as Local Secretary for the 
Examinations of the Royal College of Veterinary 


Surgeons held in Dublin from 1902 to 1928. 
During this long period of service, Mr. Kerr 


devoted to his secretarial duties the same meticu- 
lous care and skill as he gave to the more import- 
ant duties of his office under the Department of 
Agriculture. | Nothing was overlooked, and he 
spared himself no pains in securing the comfort and 
convenience of the students. His courtesy and 
efficiency to the Board of Examiners in Dublin were 
greatly appreciated by the Examiners, Students, 
and College Staff. On his retirement in 1923, the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons passed a special resolution of thanks to Mr. 
Kerr for his long, faithful and most excellent ser- 
vices. Mr. Kerr officiated in the capacity of Local 
Secretary to the N.V.M.A. when its meetings were 
held in Dublin in 1900 and 1904. — In the latter 
year Mr. Hedley was Local Secretary, but as this 
gentleman was ill Mr. Kerr performed his duties. 
Every person connected with those functions knows 
how indefatigable he was in promoting their 
success. 











Tatroo METHOD OF MARKING Hogs. 


“ The practical use of the tattoo method of marking hogs 
developed by the Bureau of Animal Industry, United States 
Department of Agriculture, is proving successful at the 
Kansas city stockyards and in its trade territory, 


Reuter message from Washington, quoted in the 


” says a 


Meat 


Trades Journal. 


“The purpose of tattooing hogs is to identify their origin 
and thus make possible the effective tracing of serious 
diseases and other conditions to their sources. The tattoo 
mark is useful also in identifying hogs from various owners 
who make co-operative shipments., 


““* We have demonstrated to our satisfaction,’ Mr. Cuff, 
Live Stock Commissioner of the Kansas City Live Stock 
Exchange, ‘that tattooing is a feasible and 
practicable method of identifying hogs. When hogs can 


reports, 


‘be driven through a narrow chute about 24 inches wide, 


tattoo marks can be applied as they walk through. One 
day I saw a packer-driver tattoo a lot of 64 hogs in less than 
three minutes. All tattoo marks were legible on the car- 
cases as they hung in the coolers. For our purpose we have 
found that the tattoo should be applied high on the 


shoulder just to one side of the backbone.’ 


“The tattooing of hogs is especially useful in identifying 
shipments from areas that have been freed of bovine 
tuberculosis. A number of packers have been paying 
premiums of 10 cents per hundredweight for hogs of such 


origin.” 
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THE STUDY OF GENETICS. 


Lord Woolavington’s gift of £10,000 to the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh as a contribution to the funds 
necessary for the foundation of a Chair of Animal 
Breeding, is a matter of considerable interest. There 
are many who believe profoundly in the material 
benefits that will ultimately arise from discoveries in 
genetics, and Lord Woolavington is evidently one 
of them. But he is prepared to go further and 
testify to his belief in a concrete fashion, and not 
remain satisfied by the mere recital of a creed. His 
contribution, added to the £30,000 offered by the 
Rockefeller International Board, ought to make it 
practically certain that Edinburgh will before long 
possess a Department of Genetics that will be recog- 
nised as a model and a pattern. 

That the project, when brought to fulfilment, will be 
of great benefit to agriculture, cannot be gainsaid. 
In the past, stock-breeding in this country and 
stock-breeding that is, and has long been, an example 
to and the envy of the whole stock-raising world — has 
been conducted upon an empirical basis. If empiri- 
cism has been so successful, is it too much to expect 
that a leaven of ascertained scientific fact may not 
be productive of even greater success! Knowledge 
and aceretions of knowledge have been handed down 
from father to son, from generation to generation, 
and something of the nature of a flair has often been 
inherited by son from father ; but the accumulation 
of knowledge has been a slow process, and during the 
process mistakes have not been unknown. By the 
co-operative efforts of the empiric and the name is 
used with the profoundest respect and the trained 
geneticist, it is not unreasonable to forecast a mpre 
rapid growth of knowledge and an avoidance of at 
least some failures. 

Whether progress be slow or rapid, veterinary 
science and practice will not go uninfluenced. It is 
safe to say that no fact known to genetics is entirely 
without measure of repercussion on veterinary 
science ; and many of the problems that the geneticist 
is called upon to consider are of great, though not 
necessarily very obvious, importance to the prac- 
titioner of veterinary medicine and surgery. 'This is 
so even now. And as facts are collected, weighed and 
correlated, and as general laws are deduced from 
them, their influence will widen and deepen in the 
direct ratio of their volume. 
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One of the problems that must be attacked in a more 
whole-hearted manner than has obtained up to the 
present, is that of disease-resistance. How much 
may be ultimately learned relative to the nature and 
degree of its occurrence and the possibility of its 
accentuation, cannot be foreseen ; but it is certainly 
the duty of the investigator to spare no effort, and 
neglect no means to render the problem less obscure. 
Herein lies one of the many reasons why the veter- 
inary surgeon is deeply interested in any movement 
that promises to place genetics on a sure and abiding 
foundation ; and herein is one of the directions whence 
only good can come of co-operation between the 
geneticist and him whose work lies in the more every- 
day sphere of clinical observation. The investigator 
will give freely of his store to the practitioner. It is 
only fair that the practitioner should render what aid 
he can to the investigator. 

We shall watch the development that seems to be 
imminent with considerable interest--not without 
some tincture of gratitude in the sense of the cynic’s 
definition— and all the more because the Director 
(Dr. F. A. K. Crew) of the Edinburgh Department of 
Animal Breeding is no stranger to our readers. To 
some of them he is known as their teacher of genetics 
for the B.Sc. in veterinary science ; to more he is 
known on account of a stimulating address given at 
the Aberdeen Conference in 1924; and _ still more 
know him as the recipient of the Honorary Associate- 
ship of the *‘ National,” conferred at the Cambridge 
Conference last year. From our knowledge of his 
keen enthusiasm and his scientifie abilities—-with 
which there is blended that philosophic vision that 
means so much-— we feel confidence in the prediction 
that his Department will not be a negligible quantity 
in the wide field of biological science. 


Sanitary Inspectors and the Tuberculosis Order. 


The attention of our readers is directed to the article 
entitled ** Administration of the Tuberculosis Order ” 
on page 992. The question of a sanitary inspector 
examining cows for evidence of tuberculosis has 
engaged the attention of the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons and the National Veterinary Medical 
Association for some time. 

Representation was respectfully and diplomatically 
made to the chief officer concerned and a promise 
was given that the action would cease, but evidently 
this has not been fulfilled. At the last meeting of the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons it 
was resolved that immediate measures be adopted 
to bring this matter before the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Ministry of Health and the County Council, 
in whose district this action was being taken. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that we publish, 
for the information of our readers, the procedure 
followed by the Lancashire Executive of the National 
Farmers’ Union at Preston, and we tender to the 
Executive our sincere thanks and gratitude. Such 
an action must bind in closer friendship the farmer and 
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his veterinary adviser and we feel certain it will be 
the endeavour of all of us so to interest ourselves in 
the care, breeding and feeding of farm stock of all 
kinds, as to merit the confidence placed in us. 

We have no desire to quarrel with sanitary inspectors: 
there is plenty of room in public health work for us all. 
But let us recognise each other’s position. We only 
ask that sanitary inspectors do not attempt to per- 
form duties for which they are untrained and which the 
legislature has wisely assigned to those who have 
undergone a long and costly training to fit themselves 
for the performance of those duties to the satisfaction 
of the farmer and for the protection of the health of 
the general public. 








CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


Observations on an Qutbreak of Contagious Pleuro- 
Pneumonia of the Horse. 


By Davip Imriz, M.R.C.V.S., Glasgow. 


A widespread outbreak of contagious 3 pleuro- 
pneumonia of a severe type occurred last winter. 
Many of the affected animals only recovered after a 
long illness, and a protracted convalescence : a few 
suffered serious permanent disability : in some areas 
the death rate was high. The lesions consisted of 
pneumonia, pleurisy, pleuro-pneumonia and _ peri- 
carditis. Physical examination of the chest discovered 
aw typical lobar pneumonia in some instances ; 
in others a lobular was found. Pleurisy was generally 
associated with pneumonia, but at times occurred 
in the absence of any sign of pneumonia. Pericarditis 
occasionally complicated the pleurisy or pleuro- 
pneumonia and proved ‘a serious lesion. On one 
occasion a patient had apparently been making a 
satisfactory recovery from pleuro-pneumonia when 
pericarditis supervened and rather abruptly decided 
the issue. The pleurisy was often bilateral, and the 
resulting serous effusion excessive--unless this was 
promptly dealt with by “ paracentesis thoracis,” 
death, or permanent disablement, almost invariably 
followed. 

In former times the operation of tapping was, as a 
rule, delayed until a large quantity of fluid had 
accumulated, and had produced laboured breathing 
breathing of the “ pumping” type-—consequently, 
death was the usual ending. 


One can recall many cases that were lost through 


delay in operating, and especially remembers one in 
which tapping had been performed on four occasions 
and a total of nineteen gallons of fluid removed from 
the chest. On post-mortem examination, the affected 
lung had all but disappeared : the remnant, composed 
mostly of cartilaginous tissue, was the size of a girl’s 
hand. One should never hesitate to tap the chest 
should there be the slightest reason to suspect the 
presence of fluid in the pleural cavity. In this con- 
nection it might not be out of place to give the gist of 
an article by Martin, which appeared in The Veterin- 
ary Record, of January 25th, 1915. Martin advocated 
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the operation of * paracentesis thoracis ” as a means of 
diagnosis, and recommended that cases should be 
tapped immediately the symptoms of pneumonia or 
pleurisy become well marked, and that they should 
be tapped daily, or every second day until those 
symptoms improve. The advantage of this method 
is that no large amount of fluid is allowed to collect. 
Tapping may be repeated as often as required, with- 
out harmful results, provided the instruments are 
boiled, and the skin disinfected with tincture of iodine. 
In almost all cases, both of pneumonia and pleuro- 
pneumonia, a marked improvement in the condition 
of the patient is seen after the operation, even when 
no fluid is present. The site for the operation recom- 
mended is the intercostal space four inches behind the 
point of the elbow when the horse stands with both 
forelegs level. In this position there is no risk of 
injuring the heart either on the right or left side, 
and no danger of entering the intestines, 

In dealing with the above outbreak one found that 
early detection of the disease, good hygienic conditions, 
the comfortable clothing of the body and bandaging 
of the limbs, the avoidance of draughts of cold air 
and anything likely to unduly irritate or weaken the 
patient, the supply of tempting and nourishing 
articles of food, had more effect in assisting nature to 
withstand and overcome the disease than medicines. 
Medicinal agents which were given in the food, 
drinking water, hypodermically, or in electuary, may 
have done more good than was apparent. 

Polyuria occasionally occurred during the course of 
the disease and, having a tendency to weaken the 
patient, was promptly dealt with by the administra- 
tion of large doses of soda bicarbonate in the drinking 
water, and repeated several times daily; when 
necessary, potassium iodide and biniodide of mercury 
were also given in the same way as the soda bicar- 
honate. 

Diarrhoea only occurred once and, as it did not tend 
to stop spontaneously, dimol was given by the stomach 
tube and had the desired result. 

A brief account of an apparently uncomplicated case 
of pneumonia may be of interest. The patient, a 
ten-years-old heavy draught mare, in good health and 
good condition at the time of the attack, developed 
grave symptoms during a protracted illness, but 
rapidly responded to formalin given intravenously. 
From the onset the case was peracute, the temperature 
106.6° F., pulse 80 per minute, breathing accelerated, 
appetite almost lost. For six days therg was little 
alteration in her condition; on the seventh an 
improvement all round was noted : the temperature 
had fallen three degrees and the other symptoms had 
shewn a corresponding improvement. A day and a 
half later the temperature had gone up to 107° F., 
the pulse had become smaller and weaker and 90 
per minute, the breathing quicker, appetite in complete 
abeyance. By the fourteenth day the pulse had 
become very weak and 110 per minute. The tem- 
perature had varied very little during the week and 
stood just under 107° F.: the breathing was very 
hurried. The mare presented a very dejected appear- 
ance as she stood almost rooted to the spot, refusing 
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everything in the way of food or water. Three drs. 
of formalin in 12 oz. of water, at blood heat, were 
given intravenously at the jugular. On the following 
morning the attendant reported that, about an hour 
after receiving the formalin she trembled all over, 
broke into a sweat and after a time gradually settled 
down; in the evening she appeared to be com- 
fortable. As one looked at her it was easy to see that 
a decided change had taken place in the clinical pic- 
ture. She appeared much relieved and took an 
interest in her surroundings ; she actually moved to- 
wards the manger and picked up a little food there. 
The temperature had fallen 13°, the pulse ten beats per 
minute, and the breathing was less hurried. From 
this on the improvement was steady and continuous. 
Another three visits and she was off our hands. 

From previous experience of the surprising improve- 
ment that followed the intravenous administration of 
formalin in sufficient dilution, in cases almost identical, 
and under circumstances precisely similar to the one 
under review, the writer, having regard to other 
possible explanations, had deliberately formed the 
opinion that formalin had a specific action in such 
cases, but without being able to satisfy himself as to 
the modus operandi of its action. 

The case described above was the second to occur 
in a small stud of nine horses. The first case, 
also a very acute one, was typical of croupous pneu- 
monia ; a large area of the left lung was affected, and 
one could clearly follow the various stages of the 
inflammation as they occurred. The crisis occurred 
on the seventh day, and the animal made an un- 
interrupted recovery. The recovery was, however, 
very slow, due probably to the great weakness in- 
curred by the severity of the attack. In the second 
case—the one recorded above and treated by formalin 
—except that dull areas could be made out in both 
lungs, a definite opinion as to the exact lesions could 
not be formed. 


Tetanus in a Goat. 
By Ws. Burke McA eer, M.R.C.V.S., at New Oxted, 
Surrey. 

As lockjaw in the goat is by no means a common 
occurrence, even in districts were the goat population 
is large, I thought the following case worthy of note. 

The subject was a crossbred goat, 16 months old. 
She had three healthy kids to her first mating, but 
did not get rid of the foetal membranes until three 
days afterwards. 

From the day she kidded, in the words of the 
attendant, the goat seemed fairly bright, but did not 
“ fill’ herself as he would have liked her to have done 
and never seemed to come properly to her milk. 
About twelve days after the date of parturition, she 
refused all food and seemed disinclined to move. 

When I went to see her I found her standing 
as though pinned to the ground, her head outstretched 
and her eyes staring. Any attempt to handle her 
head caused the membrana nictitans to obscure the 
eyeball. 

(Continued at foot of next column.) 





REVIEW. 


[Diseases of the Dog and Their Treatment, by Dr. 
GeEoRGE MULLER, of the Veterinary High School of 
Dresden. Translated, revised and enlarged by 
Alexander Glass, of the University of Pennsy]l- 
vania, U.S.A. Size 6}in. by 9}in.; pp. xvi +655 ; 
plates, 7; figures, 255; price 3s. Messrs. 
Bailliére, Tindall and Cox, 8 Henrietta Street, 
London, W.C. 2.]. 

When a book has reached its fifth edition it is an 
indication that there is a great demand for it. This 
is the case of the work under review. In spite of the 
fact that it has been revised and enlarged, we find 
that there is no mention of several conditions with 
which practitioners meet so frequently in this couatry 
and we can only surmise that they do not exist either 
in Germany or in the U.S.A. To take a few at 
random:  interdigital abscess (frequently, but 
erroneously referred to as “interdigital cyst’), 
trichiasis, distichiasis, luxation or prolapse of the 
Harderian gland, and excavature of the free edge of 
the membrana nictitans. 

Some of the illustrations do not appear to us to 
depict the conditions described. For instance, on 
p. 520, the illustration given is said to be one of 
‘umbilical hernia,’ whereas it seems either to be of 
femoral hernia, which is rare, or of inguinal hernia. 
On page 557, in the figure shewing hydrophthalmos in 
one eye and luxation of the lens in the other, both eyes 
are in reality affected with luxation but the hydroph- 
thalmos masks it. These cases are, in our experience, 
very common, and they usually arise from congenital 
subluxation becoming converted into complete luxa- 
tion later on in life. When the luxation becomes 
complete,the floating of the lens through and from the 
anterior chamber sets up a posterior keratitis affect- 
ing, in the first instance, the inferior two-thirds of the 
cornea, which becomes cloudy or opaque in that 
situation. 

Notwithstanding the above-mentioned and other 
defects or omissions, we consider the work is the best 
in existence for the requirements of the practitioner 
of canine medicine and surgery. We hope, however, 
that in future editions the material will be brought up 
to that high level on which canine surgery rests 
at the present time. The publishers deserve the 
thanks of the profession for supplying it with a much 
needed text-book. 








(Continued from previous column.) 

A proportionately large dose of antitetanic serum 
was given hypodermically and repeated the following 
day. There was a blood-stained purulent, foetid- 
smelling discharge from the vagina at intervals, 
beginning a day or two after the retained membranes 
had been removed. The animal died on the day 
following the second dose of antitetanic serum. 

This case was seen also by another veterinary 
surgeon, who is perhaps one of the leading authorities 
on caprine diseases in the north of England and in 
whose opinion such a case was very rare indeed, 
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National Veterinary Medical Association. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 








(Continued from page 968.) 


Mr. Hoapen: As a member of the Veterinary 
Inspectors’ Committee, I want to know the object 
of the amendment, which is, I take it, to refer back 
to the Committee the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee concerning the resolution from the North of 
England Division. I was under the impression that 
this was to be sent round to the Divisions to get an 
opinion. If you are going to send it back to the 
Veterinary Inspectors’ Committee to say what is to be 
done, I think it would be acting the wrong way about. 
I was not present at the meeting, but that is my im- 
pression of what the Committee wanted to do. Can 
we deal with a resolution like this simply by forming 
our own opinion ? 

Mr. Gorton: I think we should formulate some 
sort of policy for the guidance of local associations. 
In the end it may come back from the Divisions that 
they approve of the recommendations—-then you will 
be committed to approach the National Farmers’ 
Union and the Dairy Farmers’ Association without 
any policy, if you neglect to formulate one before 
sending it down. 

The PrestpENT: I take it that Mr. Gofton wishes 
this to be somewhat elaborated before being sent down, 
so that the Divisions will have a better idea of what 
we desire them to give an opinion about. I would 
suggest, therefore, that if it is referred back, we go 
further and give the Committee power, having 
elaborated, to disseminate it to the Divisions. 

Colonel Youne: I was present at the meeting to 
which Mr. Hogben has referred, and I think the feel- 
ing was that no Committee, in dealing with this matter, 
should take such a responsibility upon themselves as 
to recommend that any person in the veterinary 
profession should be prepared to certify that a cow 
was free from tuberculosis before she was put upon the 
market. A few days afterwards she might again be 
tested and might react, and I need not enlarge upon 
the difficulty in which the certifying veterinary 
surgeon would be placed in such an event. 

There are, I think, three definite points which the 
Council have to consider: First, do you approve and 
support the recommendations of the North of Eng- 
land Division? Before doing so, the dangers of 


granting a certificate with a cow offered for sale - 


ought to be very carefully considered. Secondly, 
as an alternative, what do you think should be done 
with the reacting cow? Thirdly, what would be the 
opinions of your clients on these two points? The 
idea of the Committee was to get the farmer to the 
meetings of the local associations—you must get hold 
of him and see if he is agreeable to your proposals. 
Mr. CoteMAN: In support of what Colonel Young 
has said, I may say that I was present at the meeting 
and can endorse his remarks as to what was the 
intention of those present. You may rely upon it 
that if this matter is put before the local Divisions 
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they will discuss it from every point of view. As it 
stands, the whole thing bristles with difficulties. We 
all know that the reacting cow is, at the present 
moment, a most terrible thing. I should welcome a law 
to compel the marking of reacting cows, but I am 
afraid it is rather far off at present. I would strongly 
suggest that the resolution be sent to the Divisions as 
it stands, with the comments which have been made ; 
then we can hear what they have to say and form our 
own views afterwards and submit them to the Council. 

Mr. Gorron: Perhaps Mr. Coleman and Colonel 
Young would be rather surprised to know that I am 
very much in agreement with them. Colonel Young 
began by saying that the Committee found themselves 
in a very great difficulty in coming to any definite 
conclusion on the earlier part of this motion, and what 
we have to avoid is placing them in a still greater 
difficulty. If you send this down to the Divisions 
they will, I have no doubt, consider it with the 
greatest care, but you will get back from the Divisions 
probably a simple resolution to the effect that they 
approve of this resolution in its present form, or sub- 
ject to certain modifications which they may suggest. 
We may get a majority of resolutions saying that the 
National Farmers’ Union and the Dairy Farmers’ 
Union should be approached on the subject of the 
control of cows reacting to the Tuberculin Test. In 
the face of that result you would have to act according- 
ly, but without any definite instructions from the 
Association as a whole as to policy, and (as Colonel 
Young has told you) the Committee was in the 
greatest possible difficulty in regard to framing the 
line of action they ought to take. 

At the request of Colonel BrirTLEBANK, the Prest- 
DENT read again the resolution from the North of 
England Division, together with the Council’s ad- 
ditional recommendation, adding: I may say that at 
the last meeting of the Council, in Dublin, that 
(referring to the second clause) was thought to be a little 
bit difficult, and the opinion was expressed that the 
condition would be met if the sale of milch cows 
which had been passed as free from tuberculosis, 
or were coming from an accredited herd, could 
take place on a different day from the sale of those 
which were not so certified. _When Mr. Elphick was 
elaborating this at the Council meeting, he wanted to 
exclude from all sales every cow that was not free 
from tuberculosis, but it was realised that that was an 
impossibility. 

Colonel BRirTLEBANK: I support Mr., Gofton in 
the proposition he has put forward. In my opinion, 
the first part of the resolution is a perfectly sensible 
one, but in the second part it is a question which the 
trade is looking after. I think that if the veterinary 
profession are fools enough to step into a dangerous 
arena like that they will be extremely sorry ultimately. 
There is another point, and that is that if they are not 
very careful and they induce the authorities to require 
the certification of tuberculin-tested cows, or cows 
which have failed to pass—I do not care which class— 
they will very soon put a restriction upon tuberculin 
testing. It is a most dangerous move, and I think 
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that the sooner this is sent back to the Committee, 
with a view to laying down some guidance for the 
Divisions, the better. Because, after all, the Divisions 
are not here to hear all that takes place, or to have 
a really full explanation of all that has been con- 
sidered here to-day, and some of these are apt to deal 
with some of these resolutions rather sketchily, and 
I regard this as an extremely difficult thing with which 
to deal. I think the Association would be very wise 
if they decided to leave it alone altogether. 


Colonel YounG : The feeling of the Committee was 
that they would rather have nothing to do with it, 
but they realised that there is another side. If you 
get a local association sending in something of that 
kind, and we side-track it, they say: ‘* What is the 
good of sending things up to the “ National ” ? 

At this stage the President took the feeling of the 
meeting, and it was agreed to refer back to the 
Committee that section of the report dealing with the 
resolution from the North of England Division and the 
additional recommendation of Council, the remainder 
of the report being received and adopted. 


Upon the proposition of Mr. Carter, seconded by 
Mr. McKinna, the thanks of the Council were ac- 
corded the Committees for their work during the past 
year. In this connection, the PRESIDENT said: 
| think that possibly many members of the Council, 
and certainly many members of the Association, are 
not aware of the extent of the work which is done by 
these Committees the demands made upon the 
time and pockets of their members are enormous. 
When you think of the Editorial Committee meeting 
weekly throughout the year, the Finance Committee 
meeting every month, and the other Committees as 
frequently as their work necessitates, the work, the 
time and the expense in which the members are 
involved are very considerable, and [ think that the 
thanks of the Council and of the whole of the members 
of the Association are due to them, 


STANDING CommirTEes oF CounciL. The Secre- 
TARY read the following report of the Special Com- 
mittee appointed to make nominations for the stand- 
ing Committees of Council :-— 

A meeting of the Special Committee of Council appoinfed 
to make nominations for the Standing Committees of 
Council was held at the offices of the Association, on 
‘Tuesday, 5th October, 1926. 

The President occupied the chair, and there were also 
present Mr. H. J. Dawes, Mr. J. W. McIntosh and Colonel 
P. J. Simpson. The Committee agreed to make the 
following nominations to the number of 15 for each Com- 
mittee, and to submit these to Council at their meeting on 
Wednesday, 6th October, 1926. 


APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE. 


Dawes, H. J. Moore, J. 

Gaiger, 8S. H. Rees, W. D. 
Gofton, A. Rider, J. R. 
Hobday, F. T. G. West, E. Alfred 
Jackson, J. R. Whitehouse, A. W. 


Andrews, W. H. 
Bradley, O. C. 
Buxton, J. B. 
Catmur, R. 
Craig, J. F. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
Locke, G. H. Rainey, J. W. 
Macdonald, J. F. Simpson, P. J. 
McIntosh, J. W. West, E. Alired 
Male, G. P. Willett, J. 
Roberts, H. L. Young, T. Dunlop 


Aveston, J. J. 
Clarkson, J. 
Dawes, H. J. 
Dunkin, G. W. 
Gofton, A. 
VETERINARY INSPECTORS’ AND PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE 
Gooch, F. L. Peele, H. 
Coleman, J. C. Hogben, H. P. Pillers, A. W. N. 
Dawes, H. J. Lloyd, J. S. Powley, J. 0. 
DeVine, W. J. B. McKinna, J. Roberts, H. L. 
Gofton, A. Male, G. P. Young, T. Dunlop 
ORGANISING COMMITTEE. 

Gofton, A. Moore, J. 

Hobday, F. T.G. Rainey, J. W. 

Howard, P. J. Rees, W. D. 

Kirk, H. Rider, J. R. 

Masson, C. West, E. Alfred 


Campbell, D. 


Bradley, O. ©. 
Buxton, J. B. 
Catmur, R. 
Craig, J. F. 
Dawes, H. J. 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 

Gofton, A. Rees, W. D. 

Jackson, J. R. Rider, J. R. 

Male, G. P. West, E. Alfred 

Peele, H. Whitehouse, A. W. 

Rainey, J. W. Young, T. Dunlop 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. 

McIntosh, J. W. Simpson, P. J. 

Male, G. P. Smythe, A. R. 

Moore, J. West, E. Alfred 
Kirk, H. Pillers, A. W. N. Willett, J. 
MeCunn, J. Rainey, J. W. Young, T. Dunlop 

Note. —The President is ex-officio a member of all 
Committees. 

The Presipent: These nominations are not in any 
way to be taken as final, and if there are any sugges- 
tions now is the time to make them—they will be 
received with pleasure. 

The nominations of the Committee, as given above, 
were acceptable to the meeting in every instance and 
the members of the standing Committees were elected 
accordingly. 

ProvistonaAL Committee. The next business be- 
fore the meeting was to elect a Provisional Committee 
of twenty-four members for the Congress of the 
Association to be held at Torquay in 1927. 

In introducing the matter, the PRESIDENT said : 
In order to facilitate affairs in regard to the appoint- 
ment of this Committee, we asked the Secretary to 
communicate with the Secretaries of the Western 
Counties’ Division and of the Mid-West and South 
Wales Division asking for suggestions as to those 
amongst their members who would be particularly 
useful to serve on this Committee. They supplied us 
with a good list of good names of good men. 

The Presipent read the suggested list of members 
of the Provisional Committee, as follows : 

Messrs. W. Ascott, J. R. Barker, P. W. Bloye, J. 
Dunstan, E. R. Edwards, G. H. Gibbings, L. St. Bel 
Golledge, R. W. Hall, F. T. Harvey, J. R. Hewer, 
H. E. Jackson, G. D. Lansley, J. W. Hall Masheter, 
S. J. Motton, E. J. L. Norman, J. P. Penhale, C. E. 
Perry, A. E. Roberts, H. K. Roberts, H. 8. Robinson, 


Buxton, J. B. 
Catmur, R. 
Coleman, J. C. 
Dawes, H. J. 
Dunkin, G. W. 


Buxton, J. B. 
Dawes, H. J. 
Dunkin, G. W. 
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EK. J. Thorburn, A. Veitch, W. R. Watson, and W. N. 
Wright, together with members of Council, ex-officio. 

The Council having unanimously elected these 
gentlemen to serve, 

Colonel Youne asked if he would be in order in 
making some remarks relative to the Provisional 
Committee, and, the President replying in the affirma- 
tive, Colonel Young said: Mr. Gofton has asked me 
to say (he having been unable to remain longer) 
that he considers it necessary that the General Secre- 
tary from Headquarters should attend all Provisional 
Committee meetings in order that there should be a 
liaison between the local Provisional Committee and 
Headquarters. I think that there are very many 
points which are likely to be raised at these meetings 
in regard to which it would be highly desirable for the 
Provisional Committee to keep in close touch with the 
central office. 

The PresipENT: I am in general agreement with 
Mr. Gofton’s proposal, but I would not suggest that 
the General Secretary be asked to attend every meet- 
ing of the Provisional Committee, as one can conceive 
of some of the meetings being called hurriedly to deal 
with minor points. 

Colonel Youne: I think that he might be guided 
by the President on that point. 

The PresmpENt: I may say that the Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. Dawes, generally attends these meet- 
ings, and it would be my endeavour to attend when 
possible. 1 certainly think that there should be 
some representation from Headquarters. 

Mr. COLEMAN suggested that the difficulty could be 
overcome by the agendas being submitted to the 
Council. 

The Presipent: All the details with regard to the 
Congress are to be carried out by the Provisional 
Committee, but if they want assistance from the 
Head Office there is no doubt that it would be given 
them. 

Mr. West: We are going to set out in 1927 to reduce 
expenses, and this is going to increase them, when we 
want to reduce them without diminishing efficiency. 

Colonel Youna: There is a point, which will arise 
later on, in regard to which I will then show where a 
considerable saving of expense might be made. 

It was agreed that the Secretary should attend the 
meetings of the Provisional Committee when necessary. 

THE LENGTH OF PAPERS PRESENTED TO CONGRESS. 
Introducing the next item on the agenda— ** To discuss 


the desirability of limiting the length of papers to be- 


presented to future Congresses of the Association,” 
the Prestpent said: The necessity for the taking of 
some action on these lines is shown if we only refer 
back to the last Congress and the length of the papers 
submitted then. One paper occupied fifteen pages 
of the published proceedings, another paper eighty- 
nine pages, and two other papers over fifty pages. 
One does not wish to say, for one moment, that any 
of these pages was a waste of space, but one does 
feel that, except under special conditions, there should 
be some limit as to the length of a paper being printed 
in full. It is with a view to the consideration of that 
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point that this item appears on the agenda, and upon 
this, of course, the question of expense has a great 
bearing. 

Colonel YounG: This is the direction in which sav- 
ing can be effected to which I referred just now. 
I think that if a huge Congress such as that of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute is conducted by limiting the 
papers to 2,000 words we could do the same. That 
would cut down the expense very considerably. 
Moreover, I do not know of any other Society in 
which the names of the members are printed annually 
in their proceedings. I see no necessity whatever 
for the printing of those names in the Congress Hand- 
book, and I do submit that they should be cut out 
altogether and that the papers be limited to 2,000 
words. 

The PREstipENT: As a guide in regard to the ques- 
tion of the length of the papers, I may say that the 
shortest of the papers presented to us at Dublin 
contained 5,250 words, the longest 20,650, and there 
were two other papers of 17,850 and 18,550 words 
respectively. lam not at all sure that in limiting the 
papers to 2,000 words you would not be cramping 
the authors too much, and I suggest that a maximum 
of 5,000 would be a better number to allow. 

Captain Kirk: An article of 2,000 words is very 
short. It does not take me long to write 2,000 words. 
(Laughter.) I think you might restrict them to 
5,000 safely enough. 

Dr. Braptey: I think that if a man cannot say 
all he has to say in 2,000 words he had better be 
quiet. (Laughter.) However, you could make it 
5,000 and suggest to the writer that he should only 
take 2,000. 

Colonel Youne: I propose, first, that the papers 
presented to Congress be limited to 3,000 words, and, 
second, that the printing of the names of members 
should be omitted altogether. 

Colonel Simpson seconded Part 1 of Colonel Young's 
proposition. 

Captain Kirk: You had a paper read at Dublinin 
which a certain distinguished gentleman gave the 
results of his researches and of his experiences to 
the profession. Iam confident that he could not have 
done justice to his subject in 3,000 words. I move an 
amendment that the limit be 5,000, 

The amendment was seconded by Captain Mac- 
DONALD. 

The Council rejected the amendment and carried 
Colonel Young’s proposition as it concerned the 
limitation of papers. 

Regarding the second part of the proposition, 

Mr. West said that he wished to take that oppor- 
tunity of thanking the Council for the sympathetic 
way in which they had tackled the question of econ- 
omy that evening. If the suggested omission of the 
List of Members from the Congress Handbook met 
with their approval, it would, of course, on the ground 
of economy, meet with his as their Treasurer. 

It was eventually decided, on the proposition of 
Colonel Stmpson, seconded by Major CaTmuR, to 
refer the matter to the Finance Committee, in order 
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that the cost of publication of the List of Members 
might be ascertained, the Committee to report to the 
next meeting. 


THE QUESTION OF THE INSTITUTION OF A VETERINARY 
InsPEcToRS’ AND Pusiic HEALTH Section oF Con- 
GRESS. 

The PrestpEnt : I may say that at our last meeting, 
held in Ireland, Mr. Pillers raised the question again 
of the provision of a Veterinary Inspectors’ and 
Public Health Section of Congress. The suggestion 
has, of course, been made before, and, in fact, an 
attempt was made at Aberdeen to meet this demand. 
The result was such that it was decided not to repeat 
the experiment at the next Congress. It is for you to 
discuss whether or not such a Section should be in- 
stituted. It seems to me that you could have such 
a Section and let it meet on one morning or afternoon 
not coinciding with one of the other meetings. 

The Hon. Secretary: Mr. Hugh Begg was in 
favour of the institution of such a Section, as were 
several others present at Dublin. 

Colonel Youna: | think that the proposition is a 
good one, but I doubt very much if the time has 
arrived for it to be carried out with success. Those of 
us who are interested in public health matters would 
undoubtedly attend. Public health work is a very 
important, but also a very small, part of veterinary 
work, and if we had important papers being read 
simultaneously, the veterinary surgeon who is doing 
both public health work and private practice would 
feel himself in a difficulty as to which of the 
two to attend. If a Public Health Section meeting 
could be held at a time when it would not interfere 
with the meetings of general practitioners, 1 think it 
would be an excellent thing. 

The Presipent: I am inclined to think that it is 
wholly a question of a label. At our Dublin Congress 
we had a paper on milk and also a demonstration on 
meat inspection, and if these two items had been 
labelled ‘* Veterinary Inspectors’ and Public Health 
Section” the case would have been met. 

Dr. BrapLey: It was understood, when the 
National Association of Veterinary Inspectors was 
taken over, that they should have a Section, but the 
experience at Aberdeen was a rather unhappy ohe. 
I suggest that we stipulate for one or more papers 
on public health questions, call that a Public Health 
Section, and give it a morning. 

The Prestpent: We cannot decide it here, other 
than as a recommendation to the Provisional Com- 
mittee. If you are agreed, such a recommendation 
will be made. 

Dr. BrapLey: In making that recommendation, 
please say that we are under contract. 

The Presipent: I am aware of that, but it is a 
contract by which, however, we are not exactly bound. 


Any Oruer MATTERS. 
In response to the President's invitation to members 
to speak under this head, 
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Major Dunkin said: I have a matter of, I believe, 
some considerable importance, about which I think 
the Council would like to hear. With your permission, 
sir, | will read certain correspondence which has taken 
place in The Field. My attention was drawn to 
this matter through the publication in The Field, of 
August 25th, on page 358, of the following note : 

THe TUBERCULIN TEST. 

Grievous complaints come from South America con- 
cerning the large proportion of imported cattle that react 
to the tuberculin test on their arrival at Buenos Aires. It 
is admitted that certain inconsistencies may be expect¢d in 
regard to a test of the kind—a test which in the opinion of 
many is not infallible—but the number of reactions in 
recent years has increased, and suspicions are harboured 
that things at this end are not conducted as they should 
be. This is a very serious state of affairs for international 
trade in pedigree stock. The question is important 
enough to call for some form of investigation. The 
inquiry should not be very difficult if, as is affirmed, the 
sources are known whence the bulk of reacting bulls are 
obtained. The matter can hardly be allowed to remain 
as it is now. If there should be carelessness, or worse, 
practised or tolerated in reference to a question of such 
vital significance, it would be in the interests of the indus- 
try and the nation that it should be exposed. Things 
would only become worse and the oversea traffic in pure- 
bred stock hampered and undermined if suspicions and 
allegations of the type now being published should go 
unanswered in this country. It is due to ourselves, as a 
nation, that the matter should be investigated, but it is 
especially due to those breeders who exercise the utmost 
care and observe every possible condition with a view to 
ensuring justice for the purchaser of their animals, that 
they should be freed from the objectionable imputation of 
endeavouring to defeat the fair operation of laws with 
which they are required to conform. 

Following on that, 1 wrote to The Field, and asked 
them for the source of their information and, after 
several letters had passed between us, I received this 
final piece of information : 

“That the note was merely based on the general feeling 
as reported fom South America.” 


The Field, of September 30th, contained the 
following editorial comment on a letter which I will 
read you later: 


THE ABUSE OF TUBERCULIN. 


We are glad to publish this week a letter on the import- 
ant matter of tuberculin testing. Everyone realises that 
the tuberculin test as at present practised lends itself to 
abuse by the unscrupulous, especially by those farmers 
and dealers who place numbers of “tested” heifers and 
cows on the market. It is a simple matter to give an animal 
a preliminary doping with tuberculin so that when the 
official test by a veterinary surgeon takes place a few days 
later it is certain that the animal will not react. The 
eradication of tuberculosis has become a matter of national 
concern, but the development of the graded milk trade 
and the operation of the Tuberculosis Orders will all be 
in vain so long as the diagnostic test for tuberculosis can 
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be so easily abused. Moreover, serious complaints have 
recently come from South America, the best market for 
our beef bulls, that animals which are certified to have 
passed the tuberculin test before consignment have reacted 


on arrival and have had to be condemned. 


The letter to which reference is made and which 
appeared in The Field, September 30th, 1926, p. 
567, is as follows : 

“THe ABUSE OF TUBERCULIN.” 

“Sir, I have read with much interest the note which 
appeared in the Field of August 26th, on page 358, under 
the heading ‘The Tuberculin Test.’ All right-thinking 
people will agree with every word. It may interest your 
readers to know that the veterinary profession has had 
this matter brought before it, and some two years ago the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
appointed a committee to go into the question of the misuse 
of tuberculin. Evidence was obtained with the greatest 
difficulty and then only on a promise of absolute secrecy 
being observed, but it was clearly ascertained that doping 
of cattle prior to the bona fide tuberculin test being applied 
was being practised. 

“Tt will be clear that if such is the case the position of the 
voterinary surgeon applying the test under such conditions 
is not an enviable one. This was fully realised by the 
profession, as also was the fact that certain of our foreign 
buyers were being induced to purchase animals which, had 
they been in possession of the true facts of the case, would 
unquestionably have remained on this side. In some 
quarters it was thought that the sale of tuberculin should 
be restricted to members of the medical and veterinary 
professions, and I believe Tam right in saying that a resolu- 
tion was sent to the Ministry of Health advocating this. 
At all events, | think it should be made clear that the 
veterinary profession is not unaware of the state of affairs 
which is stated to exist in your note, and has been doing 
its utmost to remove the stigma at present attaching to 
portions of our export trade. 

“Tn conclusion, | would ask a question of your readers 
who are interested in this all-important subject. Have 
they ever heard of the double intradermal tuberculin test ? 
Did they hear, or have they since read, the paper by Pro- 
fessor Buxton on this subject presented at the Jubilee 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute, and the subse- 
quent discussion which took place ? 

“ It seems to me that certainly one answer to the question 
you raised by your note is supplied in the remarks made by 
some of the speakers at this meeting. 

“There is no doubt that this matter will have to be faced 
in the immediate future by the various breed societies, and 
when they decide to give it their attention they can depend 
on the whole-hearted support of the veterinary profession. 

7 Harley Place, J. Winverr. 

Harley Street, N.W.1.” 


It is mentioned in that letter from Mr. Willett that 
a Committee of this Association was appointed 
to go into the matter, and a good many of us will have 
in mind that that Committee sat for some considerable 
time, and at a great deal of personal inconvenience, 
in many cases, and did a lot of work, but, owing to the 
almost insuperable difficulty of obtaining reliable 
evidence, the result of their deliberations was very, 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 





No. 44. Vol. VI. 987 


very small. The result) was, briefly, this-—(Major 
DuNKIN here gave a summary of the findings of the 
Biological Products Committee). 

My object in bringing this matter to the notice of 
the Council is that they should know that discussions 
on this very important matter are taking place, and 
also to express the pious hope that the veterinary 
profession will not leave this matter to be settled by 
the agricultural community who will step in and, if 
possible, take action themselves. I am one of those, 
possibly misguided, people, who consider that this is 
a matter which should be dealt with by the profession. 

Before sitting down I want to make it perfectly clear 
that far from wishing to suggest that it is necessary to 
cast any aspersion on the most valuable services of the 
now non-existent Committee, I feel it my bounden 
duty to express my deep gratitude to them for the 
immense amount of work which I know they put into 
their labours during their long period of service. 

The Presipent: You have heard Major Dunkin’s 
remarks, and I would be glad if anyone who has any 
special views on this matter would express them. 

Colonel Youna: I would like to emphasise every 
word that Major Dunkin has said, and I do that from 
a practical point of view. When I was in Argentina 
it was a very common complaint of the Government 
Officers there that a tuberculosis-free certificate 
emanating from this country was of very little value 
for pedigree stock, so often did the animals which 
arrived there react to the tuberculin test, As far as the 
Committee to which Major Dunkin has referred was 
concerned, | think we were satisfied in our minds 
that doping was going on and that we were relying too 
much on the subcutaneous test. [f we had employed 
the ophthalmic or the intradermal test as a check the 
certificates would have been of more value than they 
are at the present time. [| hope our profession will 
take the matter up and endeavour to get (1) the sale 
of tuberculin limited to members of the medical and 
veterinary professions, and (2) the adoption by the 
testing veterinarian of the intradermal or ophthalmic 
test, or both, as a check upon the subcutaneous test. 

Mr. CoLeMAN: | think our grateful thanks are due 
to Major Dunkin for having re-opened this question. 
The one thing we want to press for again, which we 
did at the time the committee was sitting, is the 
restriction of the sale of tuberculin. I think that if 
we were again to approach the powers that be to 
secure the inclusion of this product in the Dangerous 
Drugs Act, or an appropriate measure, a large number 
of obstacles to this would be overcome, now that we 
possess irrefutable evidence in support of our claim. 

Mr. McIntosn : | am afraid I do not quite recollect 
all that was done, but I happened to be a member 
of that Committee. We had evidence from various 
quarters and were perfectly satisfied that there 
was a considerable amount of doping going on. Our 
enquiry, however, had to be conducted under a pledge 
of secrecy—-that was the understanding upon which 
we obtained the evidence. It was, therefore, very 
difficult to proceed beyond the actual terms of the 
report. I do not see what advantage will be gained 
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by appointing another Committee, because I presume 
that they would have to proceed on somewhat similar 
lines. 

Major DuNKIN: I will make the concrete 
proposition (with which I fear, in view of his remarks, 
that Mr. McIntosh will not agree) that the Biological 
Products Committee be reconstituted, or that another 
Committee be appointed, to go into this matter. 

The Prestpent: When the Biological Products 
Committee recommended its dissolution to the Council 
it also recommended that any future work which 
normally would come before the Committee should be 
submitted to some other Standing Committee, prob- 
ably the Parliamentary Committee, of the Association. 

Major Dunkin: Does the Council agree with that, 
sir ? 

The Hon. Secretary: Why not the Veterinary 
Inspectors’ Committee, as it affects them very closely ? 

Major Dunkin: I propose that this matter be 
referred to the Parliamentary Committee. 

The Prestpent: What do you suggest should be 
the terms of reference ? 

Major Dunkin: “To consider the possibility of 
securing the control of the distribution and use of 
tuberculin, or, aliernatively, the control of the 
tuberculin test.” 

The proposition was carried and it was further 
agreed to send to The Field, without comment, a copy 
of The Veterinary Record containing the report of the 
meeting. 

The proceedings concluded with the passing of a 
hearty vote of thanks to the President for his conduct 
in the chair. 


Roya! College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL, 


A Quarterly Meeting of Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held on Friday, 8th 
October, 1926, at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 
Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, C.M.G. (President), 
occupied the Chair, and the following were present :— 

Major J. Abson, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Prof. 
J. B. Buxton, Mr. J. H. Carter, Mr. J. Clarkson, 
Mr. J. C. Coleman, Prof. J. F. Craig, Prof. S. H. Gaiger, 
Mr. A. Gofton, Major F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. R. Hughes, 
Mr. W.S. King, Mr. G. H. Livesey, Mr. G. H. Locke, 
Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. J. McKinna, 
Sir John M’Fadyean, Major-General Sir J. Moore, 
Mr. W. D. Rees, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Lieut.-Col. P. J. 
Simpson, Mr. 8. H. Slocock, Mr. T. F. Spencer, Mr. 
E. Alfred West, Prof. A. W. Whitehouse, Mr. J. Willett, 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Col. T. Dunlop Young, Mr. 
R. V. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. F. Bullock 
(Secretary). 

The Minwées of the last quarterly Meeting of Council, 
which had been printed and circulated, were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The SEcRETARY announced that apologies regretting 
their inability to attend the meeting had been received 
from Messrs. P. J. Howard and H. Sumner. 





The Secretary read the Obituary List. 

The Secretary read the list of members admitted 
since the previous Quarterly Meeting. 

Correspondence.—The SECRETARY announced that 
letters had been received from Lady Pringle and Lady 
Stockman, in reply to the letters sent by order of the 
Council at the previous meeting, thanking the Council 
for their kind expression of sympathy. 

The Secretary further announced that a letter 
had been received from the Royal Sanitary Institute 
giving the preliminary notice that the 38th Congress 
and Health Exhibition of the Institute would be held 
at Hastings from July 11th to the 16th, 1927. 

The SEcRETARY announced that a letter had been 
received from the Office of the High Commissioner for 
India thanking the Council for nominating Prof. 
Gaiger and Sir John Moore as a Committee to help in 
the selection of a specialist officer for service in Burma. 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


Mr. McKrinna read the following report of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee and moved 
its reception and adoption :— 

I. Appointment of Chairman.—It was resolved that 
Mr. J. McKinna be appointed Chairman of this Committee 
for the ensuing year. 

Il. Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Ill. Financial Statement.—_-The Treasurer submitted 
his financial statement for the quarter, showing a balance 
in hand of £36 0s. 3d., and liabilities amounting to 
£52 14s. 4d. 

It was resolved that the Treasurer’s statement be 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, together with cheques for Monthly Salaries, Petty 
Cash and Wages, Electric Light, Gas, Insurance, Telephone, 
Fellowship Examiners’ Fees and Expenses. 

IV. Samson Bequest.—The Secretary reported the 
receipt of £100, being a bequest to the College made by the 
late Mr. F. G. Samson, M.R.C.V.S. 

It was resolved that the Treasurer be authorised to invest 
this sum and to place the interest to the credit of the 
Library Account, the fund to be named “‘ The F. G. Samson 
Fund.” 

V. Staff Salaries.—The question of the salaries payable 
to the office staff was considered. 

It was resolved that the matter be referred to a Special 
Sub-Committee for consideration and report to the 
January meeting. 

That the Sub-Committee consist of the President, 
Chairman and Treasurer, together with Messrs. Clarkson, 
Livesey, Locke, Major-Gen. Sir J. Moore and Mr. West. 

VI. Annual Fees.—The Secretary submitted statement 
showing the Annual Fees in arrears,and he was authorised 
to take the necessary steps to recover the fees through the 
County Court. 

VII. Repairs._Estimates were submitted for small 
repairs to the Basement, and the matter was left in the 
hands of the President, Chairman and Treasurer, with 
power to act. 
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VIEL. The question of furnishing the 
Secretary’s Office and lighting the Council Chamber was 


referred to the Office Staff Sub-Committee. 


Mr. CARTER seconded the 
carried unanimously. 


Furnishing. 


motion, which was 


KXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 

Prof. Buxton read the following report of the 
Kxamination Committee, and moved its reception 
and adoption :— 

I. Chairman.—It was resolved that Professor Buxton 
be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the ensuing 
year. 

Il. 


having been printed and circulated were taken as read 


Minutes.—The Minutes of the previous meeting 
and signed as correct. 

lil. Reports on July Examinations. 
Delegates, Chairmen of the Boards of 
Local Secretaries were submitted. 


Reports by the 
Examiners, and 
It was resolved 

That the footnote to Byelaw 76 be deleted. 


(@) 

(6) That the Secretary be instructed to address letters 
of thanks on behalf of the Council to those persons 
and institutions who rendered assistance in the 
conduct of the Examinations. 

IV. Fellowship Examinations. The Secretary reported 


that three entries for the Fellowship Examination had been 
received during the past quarter, and that in two cases 
accepted the examiners and 

The following candidates were 


the theses had been by 


examinations arranged. 
successful: July 26th, George Bernard Purvis ; September 
3rd, A. S. Canham. 


V. Educational Certificates.—Edueational Certificates 


numbered 3002-3027, 3031-3037, and 3042-3058 were 
submitted and approved. 
VI. Concessions and Exemptions._-It was resolved 


that three candidates in Class C who were rejected in one 
subject at the July examinations be permitted, on the 
grounds of military service, to pass to the next year’s course 
conditional upon their passing in the required subject 
at the December examinations. 

VII. Medical Certificate—A medical certificate 
received from a candidate who absented himself from the 
oral examination at Liverpool, and who applied for his 


was 


examination fee to be held over. 
It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 
VIII. Exemption.— Application received from 
candidate No. 3028, aged 29, three years’ commissioned 
war service, holder of South African Agricultural College 
Diploma in Agriculture,for the recognition of this Certiftcate 
in lieu of one of the required educational certificates. 
It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 
IX. Byelaw 62.- Applications for exemption under 
Byelaw 62 were granted in the cases of 2962, 3029, 3030, 
3040 and 3041. 
X. D.V.SM. It 
(a) That a Special Examination be held in Edinburgh 
during the course of the Membership examinations 
in December, for the purpose of the re-examination 
of two candidates rejected at the previous D.V.S.M. 


was 


Examination. was resolved— 


examination in June. 
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(6) That the applications from the following candidates 
for the recognition of courses of practical instruction 
in satisfaction of Byelaw 106 (iii) be acceded to : 
EK. G. Robertson, R. Ewing Johnston, H. Crawford. 
and A. H. Hunter. 

(c) ‘That applications from the following for the recog- 
nition of special courses in Chemistry in satisfaction 
ot Byelaw 106 (ii) be acceded to :—H. Crawford, 
H. O'Neill. 

Xl. Sub-Committee The 
report of the Sub-Committee on Curriculum was received 


on Curriculum. following 
and adopted. 

(1) Minutes.--The Minutes of the previous meeeting 
having been printed and circulated were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

(2) Zootechny. 
subject of Zootechny in the Curriculum was considered, and 


The scope and position of the proposed 


It was resolved to make the following interim recom- 


mendations : 

(a) That the subject of Zootechny be held to include 
(i) the Laws of Genetics, (ii) a knowledge of the 
general characters of the different breeds of horses, 
cattle, sheep, pigs and dogs in the United Kingdom. 

(o) That it be required that students must have 


attended a course of not less than 50 hours’ instrue- 
tion in the subject before being eligible for examina- 
tion, but that this instruction may be spread over 
the third and fourth years. 

(c) That the examination be held as part of the final 

examination. 

It was further resolved to recommend that Professor 

A. W. Whitehouse be added to the Sub-Committee. 

XI. Byelaws 61, 62. It was resolved to recommend that 
an amendment be introduced into Byelaws 61 and 62 to 
provide that persons exempted under Byelaw 62 may be 
admitted to the Class B examination after an attendance 
of one session at an affiliated Veterinary College provided 
that they submit Certificates of having pursued during one 
session the complete course in the subjects of the Examina- 
tion. 

XIU. «Fellowship Diploma, Classification Committee.— 

It was resolved that the Classification Committee consist 
ot the President, Chairman of the Examination Committee 
and Dr. O. Charnock Bradley. 

XIV. Byelaw 101 (jx).—An application was received 
from a holder of the D.V.S.M. (Vict.) for admission to the 
Examination for the Fellowship Diploma under Byelaw 101 
(¢x) and 

It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 

XV. Hxaminers’ The question fees 
Examiners for the Membership Diploma was considered, 
and was deterred till the next meeting. 

Mr. West seconded the motion, which was carried 


unanimously. 


Fees. of to 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE, 
The SecreTary read the following report of the 
Registration Committee. 


1. Minutes. The 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 


minutes of the previous meeting 


signed as correct, 
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Il. Cases.—-2074, P.D.S.A. Correspondence in the 
public press regarding the P.D.S.A. was submitted, together 
with particulars of the establishment of free animal 
clinics in different parts of the country. 

It was resol ved 

(a) That a small Sub-Committee be appointed to 
consider the relation of the Veterinary Profession to 
Voluntary Organisations for the establishment of {ree 
clinics for animals of the poor. 

(6) That the Committee consist of the following members : 
The President, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Prof. J. F. Craig, Major 
F. T. G. Hobday, Messrs. G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, 
Sir John M’Fadyean, Major-Gen. Sir John Moore, Prof. J. 
Share-Jones, Mr. E. Alfred West and Prof. G. H. Wool- 
dridge. 

No. 2127, Mackay, M., member, covering. An under- 
taking was received in this case. 

No. 2143, John Coleman Veterinary Establishment. 
Evidence of the continued use of the qualification of the 
late Mr. J. Coleman and of the Arms of the College by the 
John Co'eman Veterinary Establishment was submitted, 
and 

It was resolved— 

(a) That the Secretary be instructed to request sthe 
proprietor of the establishment to undertake to destroy 
all notepaper, bill-heads, certificates, etc., bearing the 
Arms of the College, and the professional title of the late 
Mr. J. Coleman. 

(6) That the Secretary be instructed to communicate 
with the Postmaster-General with a view to securing the 
obliteration of the name and qualification of the late 
Mr. J. Coleman at 2 Upper Russell Street, Bermondsey, 8.E. 

No. 2225, member, covering. The Secretary was 
instructed to ask for an explanation from this member, 
and, if unsatisfactory, he should be called upon to appear 
at the next meeting of Council to show cause why his name 
should not be removed from the Register. 

No. 2184, Pickworth, J., non-member, appointment as 
veterinary surgeon. ‘The Secretary was instructed to 
communicate with the Darlaston Urban District Council 
on this matter. 

No. 2189, Woodward, J. H., non-member, ‘“ Canine 
Specialist and Veterinary Surgeon.”’ It was resolved that 
a prosecution be instituted in this case. 

No. 2204, Marsh, C., non-member, using title. Evidence 
was submitted in this case to the effect that this oifénce 
would be discontinued. 

No. 2206, member, conduct. It was resolved that this 
member be called upon to appear at the next meeting to 
show cause why his name should not be removed from the 
Register for unprofessional conduct. 

No. 2208, Sewell, E. J., non-member (name removed), 
“Specialist Canine Diseases.” The Solicitor was 
authorised to institute a prosecution in this case. 

No. 2211, member, giving testimonial. Breach of 
Bye-law 53 (5). An explanation and undertaking were 
received in this case. 

No. 2212, member, Police Court evidence. It was 
resolved that the Secretary be instructed to inform the 
complainant that his complaint amounts to a charge of 
perjury, which is a matter for the common Law Courts in 
the first instance. 








No. 2213, Wake, non-member, using title. It was 
resolved that there was no case. 

No. 2215, Crocker, ex-veterinary sergt., non-member, 
‘Horse, Cattle and Dog Doctor.’”’ The Solicitor was 
authorised to institute a prosecution in this case. 

No. 2216, member, advertising. The Secretary was 
instructed to make further enquiries in this case. 

No. 2217, member, touting. It was resolved that there 
was no case. 

No. 2219, member, conduct. Correspondence was 
submitted in this case, and the action of the Secretary was 
approved. 

No. 2220, member, advertising. It was resolved that 
there was no case. 

No. 2221, Taylor, W. E., non-member, ‘‘ Canine 
Specialist.”” The Solicitor was authorised to institute a 
prosecution in this case. 

No. 2222, Talbott, C., member, conviction for drunken- 
ness. The Secretary was instructed to send a warning 
notice to this member. 

No. 2223, member, conduct. It was resolved that there 
was no case. 

No. 2224, member, advertising. It was resolved that 
this member be required to give an undertaking to dis- 
continue the offence. 

No. 2226, Richings, C., non-member, ‘‘ Canine Specialist.”’ 
The Solicitor was instructed to prosecute in this case if 
satisfactory evidence is obtainable. 

No. 2227, member, advertising. It was resolved that no 
action be taken. 

No. 2228, member, advertising. Publication of Veter- 
inary Certificate in an advertisement by a milk company. 
It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to call the 
attention of this member to the undesirability of the 
publication of such certificates and requesting him to 
secure the omission of his name and qualification. 

No. 2229, member, advertising. The Secretary was 
instructed to make further enquiries in this case and, if 
proper evidence was obtained, to call upon this member to 
appear before the Committee at its next meeting to show 
cause why his name should not be removed from the Regis- 
ter for breach of Bye-law 53. 

No. 2230, member, covering. This case was ordered to 
stand over for further evidence. 

Ill. Restoration—An application was received from 
Mr. R. Henderson for the restoration of his name to the 
Register, it having been removed under the operation of 
Section 5 (4) of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. 

It was resolved to recommend that the Registrar be 
instructed to restore the name of Robert Henderson to the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

1V. Sub-Committee on Contributions to the Press. “lhe 
following report of the Sub-Committee on contributions to 
the Press was received and adopted. 

I. Minutes.The Minutes of the previous meeting of 
the Sub-Committee were taken as read and signed as correct. 

Il. Notice to Members.The Secretary submitted a 
draft Notice to Members setting out the Bye-laws with 
regard to professional conduct, with explanations. The 
draft Notice was amended, and the Secretary was in- 
structed to circulate copies to the Members of Council 
for the next meeting. 
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‘The PrestpENt : [ move the reception and adoption 
of this Report. 

Mr. Huaues: I second it. 

Mr. Wituett: I should like to raise the point that 
it would be for the benefit of the Registration 
Committee if a small Executive Committee were 
elected to go into the matter of the non-professional 
men who are posing as veterinary surgeons. I under- 
stand that a small Committee is going to be formed to 
go into this matter, and if that is correct I have 
nothing more to say. Otherwise, I would like to 
propose that a small Committee be elected. 

The Prestent: I do not know whether this 
Committee meets the point to which Mr. Willett has 
called attention, but a Committee has been recom- 
mended to this Council, whose names have been read 
out, and the terms of reference to that Committee are : 
“To enquire into the relations of the veterinary 
profession to voluntary organisations for the estab lish- 
ment of free clinies for animals of the poor.’ 

Mr. WiLtEtr: That does not quite meet the point. 

The Present: I understand that you would like 
to add to those terms of reference ? 

Mr. WittEtT: Yes, I would like it to apply to these 
men who are practising in the way I have described. 
Sometimes there are six months’ delay at least before 
these men are prosecuted, and in that time they are 
able to build themselves in in a particular place and do 
an incalculable amount of harm to the existing 
practitioners in the neighbourhood. If it is the opinion 
of the Council, I should like to add that that matter 
be added to the duties of this Committee. 

‘he PrestpENT: Will you frame your resolution ? 

Mr. Wituerr: I was only raising the point for the 
simple reason that I understood a Committee had 
been formed. 

Prof. Buxton: If I may, I would like to go further 
than that. In order to save the time of the Regis- 
tration Committee, which as we all know is very fully 
occupied now, I would like to suggest that a small 
Committee be appointed to go through all the cases 
which would ordinarily be brought before the Regis- 
tration Committee in order to eliminate those which 
obviously would fail from lack of evidence. In other 
words, that a small eliminating Committee should be 
appointed as a Sub-Committee of the Registration 
Committee to go through all cases. I am quite well 
aware that you, sir, the Solicitor and the Secretary 
do go through all these cases now, but if one looks 


through the list which is brought before the Registra-. 


tion Committee it is quite evident that in many 
instances you do not feel disposed to put cases back 
on your own account. It seems to me, if I may 
suggest it, that if we had a small eliminating Com- 
mittee it would be no danger to the Registration 
Committee, but, on the other hand, it might be of 
considerable help. I would like to say that this is 
not an original suggestion of mine by any means: 
I have heard it voiced by many Members of Council, 
and I bring it forward more with a view to having it 
discussed than of pressing it. I do think, however, 
it would save an enormous amount of time on the part 
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of the Registration Committee if some such scheme 
could be brought into force. 

The PREsmpENT: Will you move a resolution ? 

Prof. Buxton: Certainly, if you wish. I move: 
‘That a small eliminating Committee be appointed 
to go through all cases prior to the meeting of the 
Registration Committee and to report to the Regis- 
tration Committee.” 

The PRESIDENT: 
Mr. Willett ? 

Mr. Wituetr: Prof. Buxton has put it better than 
I could have done, and I am quite willing to second 
that motion. 

Prof. Wootpriper: As I understood it, one of 
Mr. Willett’s objects was to save time with regard to 
the checking of unqualified practice, and I do not see 
how a Committee with that reference would have any 
influence in that direction, nor do I see how it is likely 
to be useful, unless you gave such a Committee power 
to authorise prosecutions, and I do not think that 
was intended. I fancy that Mr. Willett’s original 
point could be met by amendment of the motion. 

Sir JoHN M’Fapyean: I should like to ask a ques- 
tion before offering any remarks as to the advisability 
of this procedure. It is whether it is Prof. Buxton’s 
intention, shared by Mr. Willett, that the examination 
of particular cases by this Sub-Committee will dispense 
with the examination of the charge and everything 
else when it comes before the meeting of the Registra- 
tion Committee ? 

Prof. Buxton: No, sir. It was obviously not 
intended that this Committee should in any way 
short-circuit the activities of the Registration Com- 
mittee ; but, as Sir John M’Fadyean knows probably 
better than anybody else on this Council, there are 
many cases brought before the Registration Committee 
which are obviously incomplete before they are 
brought forward. ‘l'hose cases are not disposed of 
immediately by the Registration Committee ; unfor- 
tunately they cannot be. They have to be considered, 
and they take up a considerable amount of time. 
I am not suggesting that irresponsible members should 
be put upon this Committee that I mention. 
(Laughter.) I said that I was not suggesting that 
irresponsible members should Be put on the Committee. 
I was only suggesting that the Registration Committee 
might, in its own interests, appoint a small Sub- 
Committee to go through these cases in order to 
shorten the amount of time required at the full 
Committee Meetings. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: If I have correctly under- 
stood what Prof. Buxton said, in my opinion it is 
inadvisable that such a Sub-Committee should be 
appointed. I do not think that any member of this 
Council can escape from his duty, when he is a member 
of the Registration Committee, to have all the 
evidence submitted to him and to exercise his judg- 
ment on it. 

Mr. Wuterr: Arising out of that, sir, I think it 
throws a tremendous amount of responsibility on 
our President. 


Is that really what you want, 
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The PrestpentT: You need not worry about the 
President. 

Mr. Wittetr: I did not mean the present President. 

The PrestpENT: Let me say this—that, as far as I 
am concerned, every case that is brought before me 
shall come before the Committee. I would never 
exercise the right to delete, on my own responsibility, 
any case from the consideration of the full Committee. 

Mr. WittetT: I am not suggesting that with regard 
to yourself, Sir, but it does throw a tremendous onus, 
I think, on the President to decide beforehand 
whether it is a case to bring before the Registration 
Committee. That has been done before. I merely 
suggest that it would assist the President if a small 
Committee were appointed. 

The PRestpENT: It comes to this, that the mover 
and the seconder of this proposition have an idea in 
their minds that it would be a good thing to appoint 
a Committee, or a Sub-Committee, of the Registration 
Committee to give preliminary consideration to the 
cases which are brought forward, so that unnecessary 
material should be eliminated. 

Prof. Buxton: I would like to make it clear that 
my anxiety is that incomplete cases should not be 
brought before the Registration Committee. It is, 
particularly, incomplete cases to which I am referring. 

The Presipent: You will pardon me for inter- 
fering with the course of the discussion, but do not 
you think the better thing would be to refer this 
matter back to the Registration Committee for them 
to consider whether such action is advisable, and 
whether it is practicable? My own view—it is purely 
a personal one—is that that would be the wisest course 
to take. The Registration Committee could then 
consider it in all its details, and, if necessary, set up a 
Sub-Committee. If not, they would reject it. 

Mr. MALE: The Registration Committee is a Com- 
mittee of the whole Council, is it not ? 

The PrestDentT: It is. 

Mr. Mace: If I remember rightly, in the old days 
the Registration Committee was not a Committee of 
the whole Council, but that was altered some years 
ago on account of a case which aroused much con- 
troversy. 

The PrestpENT: Yes, but that point does not arise 
now. The Registration Committee is constituted 
of the whole of the members of the Council. 

Major Hospay: If the suggested course were 
adopted, would it not be likely to give rise to the fact 
that some case would occur when the responsibility 
of having stopped it rested entirely on a few men 
instead of on the whole Council? I agree with what 
Sir John M’Fadyean said, that the support given to 
you, sir, should be given by the whole of the Council 
as it is at present through the Registration Committee, 
and it would not shorten matters by appointing a 
Sub-Committee. The trouble we experience is that 
it is well known that if a man wants to do something 
wrong he does it in the week of the Council Meeting. 
He knows he cannot be touched for six months, and 
sometimes nine months, and in the meantime he has 
rooted himself in. That has been done deliberately 
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more than once to my own knowledge. When the 
time comes he simply says he has been a naughty boy, 

he apologises, and we go no further; but he has had 
six, and sometimes nine months, and in that time he 
has got thoroughly rooted in if he is a clever fellow. 
The appointment of a small Committee would not 
help us from that point of view, and, what is more, it 
throws a great responsibility on a few members and the 
President, whereas as it is now we all back the Presi- 
dent up. ‘I do not think it is a practicable scheme. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE: I propose that this matter be 
referred to the Registration Committee for considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Gorton : I second that. 

The PRESIDENT: It is proposed and seconded as an 
amendment that the whole question be referred to 
the Registration Committee for consideration. 

The amendment was then put and carried. 

The PReEsIpENT: The amendment is carried, and 
the original motion therefore falls to the ground. 
Are there any further points to be raised on the report 
of the Registration Committee ? 


(Z'o be continued). 








Administration of the Tuberculosis Order. 

“ The following letter from Mr. George Hodgson, 
solicitor, Preston, in reference to the inspection 
of cattle under the Tuberculosis Order, was,” says 
The Meat Trades Journal, of October 21st, ‘ read 
at a meeting of the Lancashire Executive of the 
National Farmers’ Union at Preston, on Satur- 
day, the subject having previously been raised 
at meetings of the Executive by Mr. T. Crain (Burn- 
ley) :-— 

** Referring to the interview I had with you and 
other members of your branch with reference to 
the Tuberculosis Order of 1925, and the duties of an 
inspector thereunder, and the points raised by you, 
any person who makes an inspection of cattle under 
this Order must be a veterinary inspector appointed 
for the particular purpose of doing so, and if a sanitary 
inspector should attend for the purpose of the inspec- 
tion of cattle under this Order, the owner of the cattle 
would have a perfect right to refuse to allow such 
inspection to take place, and, in any case, the farmer 
would have the right to inquire the qualifications of 
the person proposing to make such inspection ; and, 
even in the case of a veterinary inspector, tests could 
only be made of any suspected animal with the consent 
of the owner of such animal. A veterinary inspector, 
however, has the right at all reasonable hours to enter 
upon the premises and examine any animal,and require 
any cow to be milked in his presence, and may take 
samples of such milk for any particular test. 

‘It seems to me that the trouble arises from 
the fact of the sanitary inspector attending to inspect 
and take samples of milk. It is well established that 
a sanitary inspector may attend for the purpose of 
obtaining samples of milk under the Milk and Dairics 
Order of 1915, Section &, provided he has authority to 
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do so, and it is always open for an inspector who is 
not a veterinary inspector to swing on to this Act 
if any question arises as to the extent of his authority. 
He clearly has no authority to inspect or isolate cattle. 
Having regard to the procedure that is taking place in 

district, | think the matter is one that should 
be brought before the proper Committee of the County 
Council, when the matter would no doubt receive 
attention and the grievance be stopped.’ 

“Mr. Crain said sanitary inspectors should be 
given to understand definitely that it was no part 
of their duty to inspect cattle. 

* Mr. F. Jones (Liverpool) said the County Council 
should be approached in regard to ‘ over-officious 
sanitary inspectors.’ 

“Mr. R. K. Wadsworth (Manchester) proposed 
that the County Council be written to, and that 
the position be fully explained. If sanitary inspectors 
continued to do what it was the duty of veterinary 
inspectors to perform, then they would have to circu- 
larise the members of the branches and have a stop 
put to the grievance. 

“ Mr. 'T. G. Cousins (Rochdale) said it would appear 
that the inspection of cattle by sanitary inspectors 
was a move to save expense. It was time they 
stopped these ‘little red-tape chaps’ doing what 
they had no authority to do. 

* Mr. Wadsworth’s proposal was agreed to.” 








NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 





Diary of Events. 


Nov. 3rd. 
politan Division, at Edinburgh. 
Nov. 4th. Annual Dinner of the Central Division 
at the Trocadero, London. 
Nov. 30th. Changes in address for Register to be 
notified to Registrar. 
Examination fees payable, 
Dec. 7th. Membership Examinations (written). 
Dec. 9th. Membership Examinations (oral), 





VETERINARY INSPECTION IN THE WeEstT RIDING, 


* In place of the twenty-seven part-time veterinary 
surgeons who now act under the West Riding County 
Council, it is proposed to appoint whole-time officers— 
one chief and four assistants. This recommendation 
came before the County Council at its last meeting, 
and was then referred back to the Agricultural Com- 
mittee, who now return to the subject with further 
arguments in favour of the change, which will come 
before the County Council nest Wednesday,” says 
The Yorkshire Post, of October 18th. 
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* On this occasion the Finance Committee endorse 
the proposal, but suggest that the new officers should 
be under the joint control of the Agricultural and 
Public Health Committees. The proposed change is 
put forward on the ground that the veterinary work 
of the Council has greatly increased since the Tuber- 
culosis Order of 1925 came into force, and will be still 
further increased by the new Milk and Dairies Order 
which came into force at the beginning of this month. 

* Moreover, the Agricultural Committee make a 
point of the fact that sheep scab in the Riding is not 
decreasing, and that the disease cannot be successfully 
traced so long as the authority have to depend upon 
individual owners reporting the same, and so long as 
no attempt can be made for a proper inspection of the 
districts where the disease is suspected. 

“ The salary of the Chief Veterinary Officer will be 
£750, rising to £900; and that of the four assistants 
£400, rising to £600. It is estimated that the new 
system will mean no increase in expense.” 


Mr. Harold Burrow, M.R.C.V.S., of Lancaster, has 
been awarded the Tindal Post-graduate Scholarship 
at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young, O.B.E., D.V.8.M., 
M.R.C.V.8., has had the honour of being asked to 
assist His Majesty’s Inspector in conducting an 
inspection of the instruction in “The Training of 
Meat Inspectors’ in training schools, and the Cor- 
poration of the City of London has kindly approved 
of his accepting this appointment. 


After a long fight a pure milk by-law has been passed by 
the city of Montreal. This provides for pasteurisation of 
all milk in the city and the inspection of dairy herds. 
Great improvement in the standard of Montreal milk is 
expected, more particularly among the small dealers. 
It has been very sensibly pointed out, however, that legis- 
lation per se will not be sufficient, and appeals are made 
to the milk dealers themselves,to aid in the work. This 
is one among the fruits of the work of the Anti-Tubercu- 
losis and Health League, which was formed there two or 
three years ago. 





LIVERPOOL ‘“‘ ANIMALS’ SANCTUARY.” 





The Liverpool Echo, of October 19th says : 

‘‘ Liverpool is the headquarters of a new movement that 
is being launched to further the welfare of animals and 
birds by providing centres where veterinary surgeons 
will give free treatment to the pets of those who cannot 
afford to pay for such services. 

“The first free-treatment centre will shortly be estab- 
lished at 333 Derby Road, Bootle. It will be known as the 
‘Animals ’ Sanctuary,’ and it is hoped that it will be the 
first of a chain of such stations throughout the country. 
Branches are already projected for Birkenhead, War- 
rington, St. Helen's, and Wigan, when funds permit. 
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** A travelling caravan-clinic to link up the work of these 
five dispensaries is also a part of the scheme. 

“Mr. J. A. Ellis, of Moore Lane, Great Crosby, who is 
the honorary secretary of the Sanctuary, told the Hcho 
to-day that it was felt that much of the so-called ‘ cruelty ’ 
to animals was the result of poverty and ignorance. 

“* * An essential part of our scheme,’ he said, ‘ is not only 
that treatment should be given to the animal, but instruc- 
tion to the owner on the proper care and attention needed 
in health and sickness. We feel this will prove more useful 
than prosecutions.’ 

‘The Derby Road premises are to have loose-boxes for 
horses and donkeys, pens for dogs and cats, and lethal 
chambers. 

“The patronage of Lord Derby, Lord Sefton, and Lady 
Louis Mountbatten has been given to the scheme, and the 
veterinary surgeon to the Liverpool Corporation, Mr. 
Eaton Jones, and Professor Share-Jones, the principal of 
the University Veterinary School, are amongst others 
connected with the movement. 

“All interested may obtain particulars from ‘ The 
Animals’ Sanctuary,’ 333 Derby Road, and the assistance 
of all animal lovers is requested to make the scheme a 
success.” 


H.M. STatTioNneERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS. 


The undermentioned have been published during the week. 
Copies can be purchased through any bookseller, or directly 
from H.M. Stationery Office, at the following addresses : 
London: Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28 
Abingdon Street, 8.W.1 ; Cardiff : 1 St. Andrew’s Crescent ; 
Manchester : York Street ; Edinburgh : 120 George Street. 

Price Post 
Net. Free. 
Heautru, WeELSH BoArD oF :— 

Milk and Dairies Order, 1926 (Welsh 
Edition) on a ae nae 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, MINISTRY OF : 

Marketing of Poultry in England and 

Wales (Economic Series Reports No. 
Spent aie id ae ian 0 6 O 8} 


0 2 QO 24 


A Leap Tro Great Brirarn. 


“The United States Department of Agriculture feels 
justified in declaring that ‘‘ the outlook for the complete 
suppression of tuberculosis among all kinds of livestock is 
encouraging,’ says the Kansas City Star. 

“ This is an announcement of the highest importance 
not only to farmers and stockmen but to the public depen- 
dent on them for food. If tuberculosis can be eliminated 
from domestic stock the cost of food will be reduced and 
the fear of infection from it will disappear. In its bulletin 
on this subject the department says that ‘ with current 
progress in eliminating tuberculosis in cattle a noticeable 
decline of the same disease among swine is taking place. 
The announcement by the Bureau of Animal Industry 
is based on field observations and records of the federal 
meat inspection service.’ 

“‘ These details are cited by the department : 

‘““* A striking example of the effect of the work of 
eradication has been received by the department from an 
lowa packing company, which has ‘ kept books’ on such 
losses for the last seven vears. ‘ In 1919 the average loss 
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per hog caused by tuberculosis infection was 75 cents. 
This figure is the economic loss for hogs slaughtered in the 
plant. In 1920 the loss declined to 66 cents, in 1921 to 
49 cents, and in 1922 to 32 cents. Since 1923 the loss has 
declined further to 26 cents.’ ” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


LONDON GazETTE- War OFFIce REGULAR FORCES. 

Oct. 22.— Lt. A. G. Heveningham (from Gen. List T.A.) 
to be Lt. (on prob.) (Sept. 15). (Substituted for the 
notification in the Gazette of Sept. 14). 


‘TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
Lt. A. V. Franklin, late M.G.C. (Inf.) to be Lt. (Sept. 15). 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :- 

Report of a meeting of the Derbyshire Division, from 
Captain O. V. Gunning, Hon. Secretary. 

Report of a meeting of the North of England Division, 
from Captain J. R. Rider, Hon. Secretary. 

Report of a meeting of the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion of Kenya Colony and Protectorate, from Major H. 
Brassey-Kdwards, Hon. Secretary. 

Paper, ‘“ On Ossicular Auditus of the Common Badger, 
Meles Taxus,”’ by Mr. H. C. Wilkie. 

Communications from Mr. Henry Gray and Major R. F. 
Wall. » ots 


A NLA ETE ce Ae RT SAS? Se PT SB 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 


and Ireland. 
EDITORIAL OFFICE; 10 Cray’s inn Square, London W.C.1. 
All loations relative to the literary side of the Veterinary 





Record must be addressod to the Assistant Editor, “ Veterinary 
Reoord,” 10 Gray’s inn Square, W.0.1 











THE IDEAL IODINE FOR 
VETERINARY USE 





Vetiod is totally free from all the many 
disadvantages of ordinary iodine prepara- 
tions. It is bland in action, even on 
mucous surfaces, powerfully penetrating, 
antiseptic, resolvent and _ non - staining. 
Therefore, Vetiod is ideal treatment in 
skin diseases, parasitic mange, ringworm, 
dermatitis, wounds, abscesses, tumours, 
fistula, sinuses, fistulous withers, enlarged 
glands, grease in horses, cracked heel, 

capped hock, elbow bursitis, and 
inflammatory conditions generally. 
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Vetiod, 
1lb. size, 6/6 nett. 
4lb. size, 24/- ,, 


MENLEY & JAMES, LTD., 
(64 HATTON GARDEN, 
LONDON. €.0.1. 




















